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ON  REGARD  TO  HOUSES  OF  PUBLICK  WORSHIP. 


A  : :     t,  ... 
VALEDICTORY  SERMON.  . 

PSALM   XXVI.  8. 

lOROy  J  BAP'S  LOrED  THE  HABITATION  OF  THT  HOUSE^  AND  THE 
PLACE,  IFlfSRE  THINE  HONOUR  VWELLETH^  ^, 

It  is  conjectured,  that  David  wrote  this 
psalm,  when  an  exile  among  the  Philistines  through 
the  persecutions  of  Saul.  But,  wherever  situated, 
it  appears,  that  he  was  at  a  distance  from  the  tab- 
ernacle, and  that  he  still  retained  an  ardent  affec- 
tion for  this  place  of  divine  worship. 

From  accusations,  which  had  been  alleged  against 
him,  he  appeals  to  God  with  conscious  rectitude. 
As  proofs  of  his  integrity,  he  asserts  his  trust  in 
the  Almighty,  his  sacred  regard  to  truth,  his' absti- 
nence from  wicked  companions  and  their  evil  cours- 
es, the  manner,  in  which  he  had  worshipped  Jeho- 
vah, and  the  love  he  had  entertained  for  his  holy  sanc- 
tuary.'  "  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy 
house,  and  the  place,  where  thine  honour  dwell- 
eth.^*    From  this  passage  we  may  therefore  deduce 
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the  respect,  which  saints  always  feel  for  houses  of 
publick  worship. 

They  do  not  however  regard  them,  as  the  ulti-r 
mate  objects  of  affection.  This  would  evince  a  su- 
perstitious disposition,  highly  unworthy  the  friends 
of  rational  piety.  .  _ 

By  the  associi^tion  of  ideas  w^e  may  entertain  a 
kind  of  reverence  for  buildings  devoted  to  solemn 
worship  and  praise.  This  reverence,  if  not  carried 
too  far,  may  subserve  important  purposes.  But  it 
should  have  ultimate  respect  to  him,  who  dwelU 
leth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands. 

The  regard,  which  saints  feel  for  houses  of  pub^ 
lick  worship,  is  not  on  account  of  the  worldly  pleas- 
ures, which  they  have  there  enjoyed.  This  would 
imply,  that  they  had  devoted  them  to  uses  for-, 
eign  from  their  design ;  that,  instead  of  meeting 
in  them  for  the  solemn  worship  of  God,  they  had 
converted  them  into  edifices  of  amusement,  or  of 
business. 

Nor,  in  fine,  do  s'^ints  cherish  a  love  for  houses 
of  publick  devotion,  because,  through  the  mere  force 
of  custom,  they  have  been  led  to  frequent  them. 
They  are  indeed  in  the  constant  habit,  unless  pre- 
vented by  absolute  necessity,  of  repairing  to  the 
house  of  God.  But  this  habit  is  founded  both  in 
reason  and  religion.  They  have  acquired  it  from 
^he  conviction,  that  the  Almighty  is  to  be  worship- 
ped, and  that  he  deserves  and  demands  a  reasonable 
service.  They  have  acquired  it  from  a  desire 
of  rendering  homage  to  the  Most  High ;  and 
from  the  delight  they  take  ^'  in  the  beauties  of  ho- 
liness.'' ,  ^\   ^  ,  •^ 


I.  This  leads  me  more  particularly  to  mention, 
that  saints  love  "  the  habitation  of  God*s  house," 
because  it  is  dedicated  to  the  service  of  their  al- 
mighty father  and  friend. 

Having  chosen  him  for  their  everlasting  portion, 
it  is  their  earnest  desire,  that  he  should  be  honoured 
and  obeyed.  They  Avish  not  only  to  yield  him 
suitable  respect  and  submission  themselves ;  they 
are  anxious,  that  others  also  should  feel  a  kindred 
affection,  and  pay  similar  homage.  For  the^e 
and  other  reasons,  they  rejoice  to  see  edifices  erect- 
ed for  the  worship  of  their  gracious  sovereign. 
They  are  sensible,  that,  if  improved  aright,  they 
will  be  the  means  of  bringing  glpry  to  God,  and 
of  procuring  essential  benefits  to  their  fellow 
men. 

Hence  they  sacredly  devote  them  to  the  purposes, ' 
for  which  they  are  intended.  They  are  sorry  to 
see  them  improved  for  profane  or  worldly  uses  ; 
because  they  are  persuaded,  that,  in  proportion  as 
respect  for  houses  of  publick  worship  is  diminished, 
it  will  lessen  the  reverence,  which  ought  ever  to  be 
entert;iined  for  the  omnipresent  Jehovah.  This 
will  be  its  effect,  in  some  degree,  upon  themselves. 
Much  more  will  it  serve  to  diminish  the  reverence  of 
those,  who  are  ^greatly  influenced  by  external  ap- 
pearances, 'and ''who  cannot  easily  distinguish  be- 
tween disrespect  to  the  house  and  disregard  to  the 
character  of  the  Almighty. 

Besides,  there  appears  a  peculiar  fitness  in  thus 
appropriating  to  divine  service  buildings,  erected 
to  the  Most  High.  Who  v/ould  not  be  struck 
\iith  the  impropriety  of  meeting  in  places  devoted 
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io  theatrical  amusements  for  the  worship  of  Jeho- 
vah ?  With  equal  inconsistency  do  we  assemble 
in  houses  of  pubhck  worship  for  any  other  purpose, 
than  to  serve  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

IL  But,  secondly,  saints  feel  a  regard  for  these 
sacred  edifices,  because  they  take  delight  in  their 
publick  and  solemn  exercises. 

As  they  love  the  Lord  their  God  with  all  their 
heart,  they  rejoice  in  every  opportunity  to  give  ev- 
idence of  their  affection.  They  are  therefore  '^glad, 
when  it  is  said  unto  them,  let  us  go  up  to  the  house 
of  the  Lord.'*  They  suffer  no  trivial  excuse,  such 
as  a  slight  indisposition,  unpleasant  weather,  much 
les3  any  worldly,  pursuits,  to  debar  them  from  pay- 
ing ^'  their  vows  unto  God  in  the  presence  of  his 
people." 

<  When  in  his  house,  they  take  a  pious  satisfac- 
tion in  its  services.   On  addressing  the  Most  High, 

'  tjiey  elevate  their  hearts  and  affections  to  him  with 
devout  adoration  of  his  perfections,  with  contrition 
for  their  offences, -with  sincere  de3ires  of  his  pardon 
and  favour,  and  with  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
his  goodness.  When  his  praises  are  celebrated  in 
sacred  musick,  if  they  have  a  natural  taste  for  tire 
art,  it  tends  to  increase  and  animate  their  devotion  ; 
if  not,  they  can  cordially  join  in  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed. From  the  explanation  and  enforcement  of 
divine  truth  in  the  discourses  of  God's  ministers 
they  receive  confirmation  of  their  faith,  reproof  of 
their  sins,  and  admonitions  to  duty  ;  they  reflect  on 
the  improvement  they  have  made  of  providential  dis- 
pensations ;  they  compare  their  conduct  with  the 
deniands  of  God's  word  j  and  they  form  the  most 


solemn  resolutions  of  future  amendment.  From 
the  delight  they  experience  in  these  holy  exercises, 
there  is  no  wonder,  that  they  fee)  an  attachment  to 
the  houses,  in  which  they  are  performed. 

III.  Saints  entertain  a  regard  for  places  of  wor- 
ship,  because  they  are  the  instruments  of  such  pri- 
vate and  publick  good. 

They  do  not  esteem  them,  merely  because  they 
are  beneficial  to  themselves.  This  would  evince  a 
narrow  regard  to  self  interest,  inconsistent  with 
the  benevolence  of  a  christian.  It  is  a  prominent 
trait  in  the  character  of  saints,  to  rejoice  at  the 
good  of  others.  Next  to  the  satisfaction  they  de- 
rive from  the  temples  and  sacred  institutions  of  Jeho- 
vah themselves,  it  is  ^  their  happiness,  that  others 
share  these  benefits. 

The  advantages  resulting  to  mankind  in  their  m- 
dividual  capacity  from  temples  sacred  to  the  Most 
High  influence  saints  to  love  the  habitation  of 
God's  house.'' 

7  A  moment's  consideration  will  evince,  that  these 
advantages  are  great  and  numerous.  Where  shall 
the  sinner  be  roused  from  the  carnal  security,  into 
which  he  is  fallen,  but  in  places,  where  are  denounc- 
ed the  terrours  of  the  divine  law  ?  Where  shall 
the  impenitent  be  melted  into  contrition,  if  not  be- 
sought in  publick  "  by  the  mercies  of  God"  to  turn 
from  their  evil  ways  ?  Where  shall  the  contrite  re- 
ceive hopes  of  pardon,  and  mourners  find  comfort, 
but  in  the  sympathy  of  Godl^people,  and  in  the 
services  of  the  sanctuary  ?  Where  shall  the  infidel 
be  impressed,  the  wavering  established,  the  doubt- 
--ful  confirmed,  the  inquisitive  satisfied,  the  ignorant 
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instructed,  the  backsliding  reclaimed,  and  the  pious 
edified,  but  in  the  ministrations  of-  God's  house? 
.  -  Besides  these  advantages  to  individuals,  the  insti- 
tutions of  divine  worship  produce  a  salutary  influ- 
ence  on  the  publick.  They  raise  the  standard  of  mo- 
rality. They  make  religion  respected  by  those, 
vvho  do  not  love  it.  They  oblige  those,  who  have 
the  least  regard  to  reputation,  to  practise  their 
enormities  in  private.  The  community  is  thus  in 
some  measure  preserved  from  the  contagion  of  the 
worst  examples.  Some  check  is  thus  imposed  on 
those,  who  would  otherwise  brook  no  restraint. 
Even  the  very  laws  of  society  are  meliorated  ;  and 
many  are  influenced  by  external  restraints  to  a  de- 
cency of  demeanour,  on  whom  religion  has  had  no 
sanctifying  influence ;  and  thousands  are  kept  back 
from  open  and  flagrant  crimes,  who  have  no  fear 
of  God  before  their  eyes.^^  For  these  among  other 
important  reasons,  saints  love  the  habitation  of 
God's  house.'* 

,  IV.  But  this  devout  aflFection  is  excited  to  the 
highest  pitch,  when  they  call  to  mind  the  many  se- 
rious impressions  they  have  there  received,  the  de- 
lightful seasons  they  have  there  passed,  the  solemn 
resolutions  they  have  there  formed,  and  the 
pious  habits  they  have  there  had  confirmed. 

If  one  place  have  been  the  scene  of  all  these  happy 
experiences,  if  in  one  temple  they  have  been  conduct- 
ed through  the  various  grades  of  the  christian  life, 
it  is  not  strange,  if 4t  become  the  object  of  a  strong 
attachment.  We  always  remember  with  pleasure 
the  very  places,  where  we  have  experienced  signal 
favours.    This  attachment  to  Zion,  the  city  of  the 
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Jewish  solemnities,  is  represented  so  great,  that  her 
"  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and  favour 
the  dust  thereof/'.  Well  may  such  reflections  lead 
the  pious  to  exclaim  in  the  rapturous  language  of  the 
psalmist,  "  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O 
Lord  of  hosts  !  My  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  faint- 
eth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord.  My  heart  and  my 
flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living  God.  Blessed  are 
they,  that  dwell  in  thy  house.  They  will  be  still 
praising  thee/*  ;   y^;  ^  *  . 

This  language  must  appear  like  the  sallies  of  en- 
thusiasm, or  the  ravings  of  a  delirium  to  those, 
who  have  no  relish  for  the  blessings  it  celebrates. 
But  no  joys  can  be  compared  to  those,  which  the 
pious  experience  in  the  exercises  of  religion.  All 
other  delights,  though  they  appear  more  rapturous 
and  imposing,  are  flat  and  insipid,  when  put  in 
competition  with  theirs.  Yet  of  these  holy  pleas- 
ures the  most  satisfactory  are  those,  which  they 
enjoy  in  the  house  of  God,  and  in  the  communion 
of  saints.  They  have  had  many  delightful  seasons 
in  their  closets  and  in  their  families  ;  but  the  house 
of  God  is  the  place,  where  he  commonly  sees  fit  to 
impart  his  choicest  spiritual  blessings. 

How  natural  then  is  it,  that  saints  should  retain 
an  ardent  affection  for  the  habitation  of  God's 
house  ?  How  must  this  affection  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time,  in  which  they 
Klve  reaped  these  heavenly  benedictions  ?  The 
sons  of  riot  and  of  mirth  contract  a  strong  affec- 
tion for  their  haunts  of  licentiousness.  They  im- 
prove  every  opportunity  to  frequent  them  ;  and 
they  never  appear  happier,  than  when  they  meet 
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their  jovial  compknioilS,  and  unite  In  acts  of  dissi- 
pation.  From  the  same  principle,  though  with  very 
different  views  arid  objects,  the  faithful  disciples  of 
JesUs  become  attached  to  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord. 
They  omit  tio  favourable  occasion  to  engage  in  its 
solemnities  5  arid  they  experience  delights,  which 
those  only,  who  have  tasted  them,  can  conceive, 
in  social  worship,  in  acts  of  communion  and  fellow- 
ship with  the  father,  and  with  his  son  Jesus  Christ. 

I  shall  now  close  my  discourse  with  some  perti- 
nent remarks  and  inferences. 

t.  It  is,  first,  an  unfavourable  symptom,  when 
p'eOple  manifest  little  or  no  regard  for  thehabita-^ 
tion  of  God's  house.''  It  gives  too  great  reason  to 
suspect,  that  their  affections  are  otherwise  engaged. 

Yet  what  numbers  appear  to  answer  this  de- 
scription? How  many  avail  themselves  of  any  excuse, 
of  imaginary  indispositfon,  of  worldly  aflciirs,  of 
the  company  of  frierids,  to  absent  themselves  from 
publick  worship  ?  The  neglect  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  of  the  various  institutions  of  religion  is  evident- 
ly a  growing,  an  alarming  evil.  It  infects  ^\\  classed 
in  society,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  We  carinbt  account  for  this,  but  by  an  in- 
difference  to  divine  things,  Mich  portends  the  most 
direful  consequences.  For  what  principle  shall  re^ 
strain  men,  who  "  have  not  the  fear  of  God  before 
tfieir  eyes^^  from  every  crime,  which  they  rtiay  inj^ 
cline  to  perpetrate,  and  which  they  can  commit  wita 
impunity  ?  Nothing,  but  the  powerful  arm  of  the 
magistrate.  But,  if  the  depravation  becdme  gene- 
ral, legislators  thehisclves  will  frame'  ^'  mischief  b;^ 
law,"  and  will  erect  no  barriers  tothc  ittosi  dariget- 
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ous  vices.  In  this  case  the  strong  arm  of  the  pow- 
erful  alone  can  be  adequate  to  protection.  The 
moral  influence  of  Jaws  will  be  of  no  avail,  where 
there  is  no  disposition  to  observe  them.  Nor  will 
it  answer  any  purpose  for  legislators  to  enact  whole- 
some regulations,  -unless  they  themselves  observe 
them,  and  unless  they  provide  for  their  execution. 

But  the  most  alarming  effects  of  this  irreligious 
spirit  ejctend  to  a  future  world.  Though  persons^ 
who  are  most  interested  in  this  remark,  are  the  least 
influenced  by  it ;  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  the 
Almighty  will  hold  them  guiltless,  who  thus  disre- 
gard hi$  worship,  and  neglect  to  give  him  the  hon* 
our,  which  is  his  just  due.  He  will  not ;  for  in  his 
word  he  has  threatened  severe  and  aggravated  pun- 
ishment  to  the  finally  impenitent. 

ThU  increasing  disrespect  for  the  house  of  God 
must  be  imputed  to  "  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,'* 
its  true  source,  to  an  indisposition  for  re- 
ligious services,  to  an  immoderate  pursuit  of 
worldly  business  or  amusements.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected,  that  they,  who  are  thus  disposed,  should 
feel  a  sincere  affection  for  the  sanctuary,  where  their 
sensual  and  worldly  spirit  is  incessantly  condemned^ 
and  where  they  find  so  little  to  favour  their  unholy 
purposes.  . 

But,  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  most  regular  ob- 
servance of  publick  worship  is  no  certain  evidence, 
}:hat  we  truly  love''  the  habitation  of  God's  house." 
We  may  go  there  through  the  force  of  custom,  or 
from  unworthy  motives  too  obvious  to  be  mention- 
ed ;  and  we  may  possess  no  more  real  piety,  than 
they,  who  wholly  neglect  the  assembling  of  them- 
selves together/* 
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I'  2:  If  therefore  we  have  been  constant  at  the  ser- 
vices of  the  temple,  it  becomes  us,  secondly,  to  in- 
quire, by  what  motives  we  have  been  influenced. 

;  Has  it  been  through  a  sincere  regard  to  the  glory 
of  God,  to  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth," 
to  "  grow  in  grace,''  and  thus  to  make  progress  in 
rehgion  ?  If  so,  we  nave  been  governed  by  right  prin- 
ciples. Our  attachment  to  the  house  of  Gud  has 
been  sincere  and  praiseworthy  ;  we  shall  reap  much 
present  advantage,  and  shall  enjoy  a  much  more 
ample  recompense  "  at  the  resnrreciiou  oi  the  just.'' 
But,  if  otherwise,  if  we  have  no  good  evidence 
to  believe,  that  we  have  frequented  the  house  of 
worship  from  pious  and  good  motives,  our  constant 
attendance  will  signify  nothing  with  him,  who  re- 
quires "  truth  in  the  inward  parts."  There  is  great 
danger  of  resting  in  the  forms  of  religion,  without 
regard  to  its  vital  influence. 

.  \  3,  That  love,  which  we  ought  ever  to  feci  for 
*^  the  habitation  of  God's  house,'/  should  make  us 
shudder  at  the  thought  of  perverting  it  to  unworthy 
purposes.'^ 

-  This  we  do,  not  only  when  we  attend  upon  its  in- 
stitutions without  right  views  ;  but  also  whenever 
we  manifest  any  lightness  of  speech  or  behaviour 
amid  its  solemn  services,  especially,  when  we  com- 
pose ourselves  to  sleep,  and  are  thus  inattentive  to 
^he  messages  of  grace  addressed  unto  us.  "  Holiness 
becomes  God's  house  forever  ;"  and,  considering 
the  pious  objects  to  which  it  is  devoted,  we  ought  to 
be  exceedingly  careful,  how  we  undervalue  it  in  our 
own  view,  or  do  any  thing  to  lessen  a  reverence  for 
its  institutions  in  the  view  of  others.,    .  >  ^  ...  - . 
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4.  When  we  are  detained  from  the  house  of  God 
by  sickness,  or  are  obliged  to  bid  adieu  to  it  by  the 
approach  of  death,  it  will  afford  us  sweet  satisfac« 
tion,  if  we  can  reflect,  that  we  "  have  loved  the  hab- 
itation of  God's  house/* 

The  expression  of  the  psalmist  in  the  text  was 
uttered,  when  he  was  driven  from  the  stated  wor- 
ship  of  the  sanctuary  ;  and  it  appeared  to  yield  him 
heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  he  had  conscientiously 
improved  his  past  opportunities  in  the  service  of  his 
Maker.  ^  This  doubtless  afforded  him  the  greatest 
consolation  he  could  enjoy  amid  the  calamities  of  ex- 
ile and  of  absence  from  the  place  of  his  affections. 
On  another  similar  occasion  he  breaks  out  into  this 
rapturous  language,  "  A  day  spent  in  thy  courts  is 
better,  than  a  thousand.  I  would  rather  be  a 
'doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  wickedness/*  Such  supports  will 
be  ours,  if  we  can  appeal  to  past  improvement  of 
the  temple  of  Jehovah  with  the  same  consciousness 
of  rectitude.  It  is  a  comfort  often  greatly  needed, 
to  support  the  mind  under  dangerous  sickness,  and 
especially  in  the  near  view  of  dissolution.  At  that 
awful  moment,  we  sometimes  hear  those,  whose 
consciences  have  not  become  completely  hardened, 
lament  neglected  opportunities  of  worship,  wliich 
are  forever  past.  We  hear  them  adopt  the  spirit 
of  that  complaint,  "  How  have  we  hated  instruc- 
tion, and  our  hearts  despised  reproof ;  and  have  not 
obeyed  the  voice  of  our  teachers,  nor  inclined  our 
ears  to  them,  that  instructed  us Would  we  be 
preserved  from  such  uncomfortable  reflections,  wc 
must  improve  seasons  of  health  and  prosperity  in 


gherishlng  .^nd  ^n^nifestipg  a  regard  to  publick  M'or- 

5.  Lastly,  \yhen  we  leave  a  house  of  prayer^  to  as- 
semble in  it  no  more,  it  becomes  to  "  remember, 
how''  we  have  "received,  and  heard,  and  hold  last, 
^nd  repent/- 

This,  my  hearers,  is  now  to  be  the  case  with  us. 
Weare,thisday,tp  bid  adieu  to  this  venerable  temple, 
ifl  which mapy  of  ys  have  enjoyed  such  sweet  commun- 
ion, and  to  which  some  of  us  have  become  attached 
by  a  long  period  of  time. '  Nearly  ninety  two  years 
have  elapsed,  since  the  corner  stone  was  laid  "  with 
the  voice  of  joy  and  praise''  by  your  devout  fore- 
fathers. When  they  were  few  in  number,  and  mo- 
derate in  their  circumstances,  they  piously  resolved 
with  God's  ancient  servant,  "Behold,  we  will  build 
a  house  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  to  de- 
dicate it  to  him,"  Recollect,  that,  but  two  cen- 
turies since,  these  regions '  were  the  abodes  of  sav- 
age barbarity,  ignorance,  and  superstition  ;  and  per- 
Jiaps  on  the  very  spot,  where  we  ^nd  your  fathers 
have  worshipped  the  only  true  God,  the  infernal 
rites  of  paganism  were  then  performed.  But  God 
be  praised,  who  has  preserved  us  from  the  service 
pf  dumb  idols,  and  inclined  us  to  pay  homage  to 
the  only  proper  object  of  supreme  regard.  Thanks 

I  Mr.  John  Goddard,  the  oldest  person  present  on  this  occasion,  hus  at- 
tended publick  worship  in  this  house,  most  of  the  time,  for  72  years. 

a  Qa  Se\vall's  farm  in  this  town  are  now  plainly  discernible  the  re- 
mains of  an  Indian  fort,  containing  about  the  eighth  part  of  an  acre.  It  is 
of  a  square  form,  surrounded  by  a  ditch  nearly  three  feet  deep,  and  a  par- 
apet ^bout  tfiree  feet  high.  It  has  an  opening  or  gateway  at  each  side. 
One  of  these  is  directly  toward  a  large  swamp,  commonly  called  Ced.ir 
Swamp,  near  which  the  fort  is  situated,  on  a  commanding  eminence.  Tra- 
dition, which  has  long  preserved  the  memorial  of  this  fort,  gives  no  ac- 
count, by  what  tribe  of  Indians,  on  what  occasion,  nor  why  it  was  erected. 
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be  td  God,  for  the  prosperity,-  which  has  attended 
this  house,  so  that  children's  children,  ^ven  to  the 
fifth  and  sixth  generation,  have  been  permitted  ta 
worship  within  these  sacred  courfs.^ 

May  we  not  piously  hope^  that  many  sons^  atid 
daughters  have  been  conducted  to  immortal  glory^ 
through  the  portals  of  this  holjr  temple?  May 
we  not  hopej  that  thei^-  "  Spirits'*  tiow  "  made  per- 
fect" are  with  cofnp{acency  bcholdiiig  ttit  proceed-* 
ings  of  their  children  ?  L^t  us  attentively  listen  to 
the  advice,  which,  we  may  presume,  they  woul(i 
give  us,  were  they  permitted  to  burst. the  veil,  which 
conceals  them  from  our  viewe  '  Children,  you  have 
'  done  virtuously  in  erecting  a  more  commodious 
'  temple  to  the  Lord  your  God.    "  O  worship  the 

*  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  Follow  peace 
^  with  all  men.  Be  at  peace  among  yourselves.'* 
'  May  "  the  Lord  count,  when  he  writeth  up  the 
^  people,'*  whom  he  will  forever  bless,  that  thous- 

*  ands  were  born"  to  glory  there."  To  this 
^  purpose,  may  the  building,  you  are  about  to  con- 
'  secrate  to  Almighty  God,  be  forever  devoted  to 
^  its  professed  object.  Reflect  on  the  manner,  in 
'  which  you  have  improved  your  many  past  oppor- 
^  tunities,  repent  of  whatever  is  sinful,  reform  what 
'  is  erroneous,  and  prepare  to  meet  us  in  climes  of 
^  endless  bliss.' 

And  now,  thou  monument  of  our  fathers'  piety, 
farewell.  Farewell,  ye  ancient  pillars,  ye  venerable 
walls,  and,  thou  sacred  desk,  farewell.  We  will  yet 
endeavour,  by  "  help  obtained  of  God,"  not  wholly 
to  forget  the  instructions  we  have  here  received, 
the  counsels,  which  have  here  been  given,  the  warn- 
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ings,  which  have  here  been  urged,  the  threats, 
which  have  been  here  denounced,  the  promises, 
which  have  been  here  unfolded,  and  the  many  prec- 
ious seasons  we  have  here  enjoyed. 

Lord,  we  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy 
house,  the  place,  where  thine  honour  dwelleth/* 
May  we  still  resolve,  on  entering  yon  spacious  and 
elegant  temple,  that  "  we  will  not  forsake  the  house 
of  our  God.  And  may  God  almighty  be  with  us, 
as  he  was  with  our  fathers.  May  he  never  leave 
us,  nor  forsake  us.''  Amek. 
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'  JExer CIS es  at  the  Dedication. 

L  An  Anthem,  «  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,''  &c. 

II.  The'  Rev.  Thomas  Gray  of  Roxbury  made 
the  introductory  prayer,  and  read  2  Chron.  vi. 

III.  Psalm  xcv,  Belknap's  Collection,  to  the 
'  tune  of  Christmas  hymn.  , 

IV.  '  The  Rev.  John  Bradford  of  Roxbury  made 
the  dedicatory  prayer^ 

.    V.  Psalm  Lxxxiv  to  Portsmouth.  ; 

VL  Sermon* 

VIL  The  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter  of  Roxbury 
made  the  concluding  prayer. 

^     VIII.  Psalm  Lxv  to  Old  hundred. 

IX.  The  solemnities  were  closed  with  "  Brown's 
Dedication  Anthem,"  "  Hail  glorious  day !"  &c* 


THE  BENEFITS  OF  PUBLICK  WORSHIP. 


J  DEDICATORY  SERMON. 

EXODUS  XX,  24. 

,  Itr  ALL  PlJCESf  WHERE  I  RECORD  MY  NAMEf  I  WILL  COME  UNT(i 
THEEy  AND  I  IVILL  BLESS  THEE. 

HIS  consolatory  promise  was  addressed  by 
Jehovah  to  Moses,  and  through  him  to  the  children 
of  Israel,  to  direct  their  worship,  to  revive  their 
hopes,  and  to  animate  their  obedience.  They  had 
just  witnessed  an  awful  and  raajestick  spectacle  at 
the  foot  of  Sinai.     That  sacred  mount  had  been 

altogether  on  a  smoke  ;  because  thcLord  descend- 
ed upon  it  in  fire,''  ,  To  increase  the  ^terrours  of 
the  scene,  "  there  were  thunders  and  lightnings  and 
a  thick  cloud  upon  the  mount  ;  and  the  whole 
mount  quaked  greatly ;  all  the  people,  that  was  in 
the  camp,  trembled  and  even  Moses  himself  was 
not  exempt  from  the  general  consternation. 

While  their  minds  were  in  this  tender  and  sut;- 
ceptible  frame,  the  ten  commandments  were  deliver- 
ed with  solemn  majesty  through  clouds  and  thick 
darkness.** 


Having  asserted  the  honour,  and  enjoined  the  rev- 
erence due  unto  his  name,  Jehovah  next  provides 
for  the  permanent  influence  of  these  impressions 
by  prescribing  altars  for  his  regular  worship.  He 
directs  them  to  be  made  of  earth,  that  they  might 
differ  from  the  altars  of  the  idolatrous  Egyptians,  and 
that  they  might  be  suddenly  and  easily  erected,  dur- 
ing the  wanderings  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilder- 
ness; That  they  might  not  despair  of  propitiating 
that  being,  whose  terrours  had  made  them  afraid, 
he  condescerids  to  assure  them,  In  all  places,  . 
where  I  record  my  name,  I  will  come  unto  thee,  and 
I  will  bless  thee/'  ,  ■ 

The  blessings,  to  be  derived  from  places,  sacred 
to  the  worship  of  almighty  God,  are  here  proclaim- 
ed. But,  thanks  to  our  heavenly  father,  these  bles- 
sings are  not  now  restricted  to  the  altars,  nor  even 
to  the  magnificent  temple  of  the  Jews.  The  period 
ha$  long  since  arrived,  when  neither  to  the  mountain 
of  Samaria,  nor  yet  to  Jerusalem  is  the  acceptable 
worship  of  Jehovah  confined*    But,  wherever  he  is 

worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth,'*  there  he  re-, 
cords  his  name,  there  he  imparts  his  heavenly  bene- 
dictions. 

Now,  though  grateful  homage  may  be  presented 
to  the  Most  High  in  the  retirement  of  the  closet,  or 
within  the  domestick  circle,  yet  numerous  and  im- 
portant betiefita  obviously  result  from  publick  wor- 
ship. 

A  consideration  of  these  benefits  appears  natural- 
ly^-suggested  by  the  text  and  the  occasion  ;  and,  it 
is  hoped,  it  will  not  be  deemed  unseasonable  by  an 
assembly,  convened  to  solemnize,  for  the  first  time, 
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the  worship  of  God  ahuighty  in  this  house  of 
prayer.  '  '^^^       -  . 

;  J.  The  publick  worship  of  Jehovah  in  places,  where 
he  records  his  name,  is,  in  the  first  place,  favourable 
to  devotion. 

-That  devotion,  which  would  be  cold  and  languid 
in  retirement,  is  enUvened  and  invigorated  in  a  pub- 
lick  assembly.  Its  sacred  ardour  fires  the  breast  of 
the  humble  worshipper,  and  by  sympathy  its  genial 
influence  is  extended  to  others.  Thus  the  devout 
person  mutually  receives  and  imparts  fresh  vigour  in 
his  religious  exercises  by  joining  in  the  devotions  of 
the  sanctuary.  - 

It  is  in  this  solemn  office  of  piety,  as  in  other  con* 
cerns,  the  union  of  numbers  tends  to  increase  the  in- 
terest and  the  zeal  of  each  individual.  .  A  person 
may  possess  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge  ;  but 
his 'desire  and  ability  to  attain  it  are  greatly  increas-t 
ed,  when  associated  with  others  to  accomplish  the 
same  object.  An  individual  may  form  a  benevolent 
project  ;  but  he  will  be  more  likely  to  execute  it 
with  resolution  and  effect,  if  aided  by  others.  On 
the  same  grounds  our  devotional  feelings  become 
more  intense,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  de* 
vout  fellow  worshippers.  ^  ,  : 

There  is  in  every  breast  a  principle  of  sympathy^ 
which  is  called  into  action  by  the  influence  of  exam- 
ple. To  this  principle  is  it  owing,  that  a  whole  au- 
dience are  often  suddenly  and  deeply  affected  in  a 
similar  manner.  We  insensibly  rejoice  with  ■ 
them,  who  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them,  who 
weep."'  As  this  principle  will  account  for  those 
kindred  feelings,  which  sp  often  pervade  a  mixed 


assembly,  so  it  suggests  a  valid  argument  in  favour 
of  publick  devotion.  ' 

It  will  be  said,  that  many  retiirn  from  the  house 
of  God,  as  they  went,  without  taking  the  least  inter- 
est in  the  prayers,  which  have  been  offered.  Or,  jf 
they  have  felt  a  sudden  glow  of  devotion,  it  proves 
transient,' "  as  the  morning  cloud,  or  the  early  dew." 
:  ^  But  the  abuse  of  a  blessing  argues  nothing 
against  its  utility.  If,  while  others  are  presenting 
devout  prayers  and  praises  to  the  Most  High,  these 
persons  do  not  catch  a  portion  of  their  spirit,  they 
do  violence  to  one  of  the  most  pov/erful  springs  of 
action  in  the  human  breast.  For  what  c^n  be  bet- 
ter adapted  to  inspire  with  devotion  the  most  hard 
and  insensible  heart,  than  to  "  go  to  tlie  house  of 
God  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise,  with  the  mul- 
^titude,  that  keep  holy  day  What  can  be  better 
adapted  to  this  purpose,  than  the  solemn  exercises, 
in  which  they  there  engage  ?  What  can  conduce 
more  to  this  end,  than  unitedly  to  offer  adora- 
tions, confessions,  petitions,  and  praisea  before  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal  ?  /  ..i^-., 

r  We  accordingly  find,  that' publick  worship  is  one 
of  the  most  usual  means,  which  the  Deity  employs, 
to  strike  conviction  into  the  impenitent  heart,  and 
to  give  it  a  relish  for  the  beauties  of  holiness.  How 
many  devout  souls  can  testify,  that  in  the  house  of 
God  they  received  their  first  impressions  of  piety  ; 
and  have  thus  realized  the  fulfilment  of  that  gra- 
.  cious  promise,  "  In  all  places,  where  I  record  my 
name,  I  will  come  unto  thee,  and  I  will  bless  thee 
.  II.  Publick  worship  is,  secondly,  beneficial,  as  it 
affords  the  best  means  of  religious  instruction. 


,  A  great  part  of  mankind  are  so  imraersed  in  the' 
cares,  or  so  devoted  to  the  pleasures  of  life,  that, 
were  it  not  for  frequent  and  stated  periods  to  recal 
attention  to  their  Maker,  they  would  be  in  danger 
of  wholly  forgetting  him.  The  leisure  they  find  is 
not  so  generally  employed  in  religious  inquiries  and 
duties,  as  their  importance  demands.  Hence  the^ 
same  arguments,  which  enforce  worship  of  any  kind, 
urge  the  necessity  of  publick  worship.  In  its  exer- 
cises the,  most;  interesting  concerns  of  mortals  are^ 
frequently  brought  to  view.  The  ignorant  are  in- 
structed ;  the  careless  awakened  ;  the  unbelieving 
admonished  ;  the  vicious  rebuked  j  the  ^impenitent 
alarmed  ;  ancf  the  pious  are  confirmed  in  thqir  most 
holy  faith.  Even  they,  who  have  made  great  ad- 
vances in  other  branches  of  knowledge,  may  hear 
some  things,  which  deserve  attention,  from  the  hum- 
blest ministers  of  Jesus.  /     .   ;  ,     :  : 

To  be  sensible  of  the  advantages  resulting  from 
these  publick  instructions,  we  have  only  to  compare 
the  state  of  morals  and  piety  among  christian  and 
pagan  nations.  The  comparison  must  at. once  im- 
press us  with  the  value  of  our  religious  institutions. 

Some  degree  of  this  conviction  will  also  be  pro- 
duced by  comparing  those  in  christian  nations, 
who  regularly  attend  the  publick  worship  of  God, 
with  those,  who  neglect  it.  Among  the  former  we 
may  often  find  persons  of  ordinary  mental  powers, 
who  far  exceed  in  religious  knowledge  and  virtuous 
practice  persons  of  more  intelligent  minds. 

But  suppose,  there  are  frequent  instances  of  men, 
who  are  wiser,  than  their  teachers  ;  and  who,  in  the 
ministrations  of  the  sanctuary,  hear  no  truth,  which  . 
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they  themselvi^s  C6uld  not  better  illustrate  ^tid  de- 
fend.    Still  these  cannot  justly  plead  exemptioti 
ftom  the  necessity  of  publick  worship.  For, 
^  UL^  It  is,  in  the  third  place,  highly  beneficial  by 
s^ggesung  incitements  to  duty.  >     ,  .  - 

■  None  are  so  confirmed  in  virtue,  tiot  to  ;  re- 
quire frequent  recurrence,  to  plain  and  obvious 
truths.  We  oftetier  fail  of  performing  duty  through 
negligence,  than  through  ignorance.  The  most  im- 
portant part  of  ministerial  fidelity  therefore  consists 
rather  in  enforcing  what  is  familiar,  than  in  exhib- 
itirig  what  is  new.  '     ;  ■       '  ,  ;    n  i 

It  is  a  very  common,  yet  a  very  cri^oneous  senti- 
ment, that  the  most  essential  part  of^  publick  wor- 
ship consists  in  preaching,  where  man  only  is  ad- 
dressed. This  is  so  far  from  the  truth,  that  it  is 
rfeally  no  part  of  worship.  It  is  indeed  highly  use- 
ful in  its  place,  to  explain,  enforce,  and  defend  relig- 
ious principled  and  doctrines.  It  leads  to  the  con- 
'  sideration  of  many  truths,  which  we  know  better, 
than  we  observe.  If  it  do  not  always  amuse  us  by 
novelty,  nor  gain  admiration  by  the  display  of  ge- 
nius, it -generally  exhibits  useful  motives  to  the  ob- 
servance of  duty. 

Biit  the  essence  of*  publick  worship  is  devotion 
afed  praise.'  Of  these  solemn  exercises  the  Deity  is 
the  immediate  object.  Next  to  the  tendency  of  sin- . 
cere  prayer  to  procure  the  blessings  desired,  it  is 
beneficial,  as  a  mean  of  exciting  us  to  duty.  /  .  .  A.  , 
■:  When,  for  example,  we  unite  in  devout  adora- 
tion of  the  great  first  cause,  how  naturally  does  it 
confirm  and  increase  our  reverence  of  his  character! 
When  Wcbnfess  to  him  bur  sins,  and  implore  his 
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forgiveness,  we  must  be  mere  hypocrites,  if  we  are 
not  thus  excited  to  repent  and  amend.  When  we 
thank  him  for  his  numberless  and  inestimable  fa- 
vours, true  gratitude  impels  us  to  resemble  him 
more,  and  to  serve  him  better.  When  we  entreat 
every  needed  benediction,'  it  implies,  that  we  strive 
to  have  our  minds  rightly  prepared  to  receive  and  im- 
prove divine  benefits.  The  singing  of  God^s  prais- 
es has  also  a  happy  tendency  to  excite  the  pious  af- 
fectionsvof  those,  who  are  "  formed  for  concord  of 
sweet  souncis/* 

^  IV.  In  the  fourth  place,  publick  worship  Is  high- 
ly beneficial' from  its  social  effects.       \  , 

In  the  house  of  God  the  high  and  the; low,  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  the  pious  and  the  impious,  friends 
and  enemies,  all  join  in  harmonious  worship.  Here 
the  poor  are  taught  to  feel  their  consequence,  and 
to  act  tfieir  part,  as  rational  and  immortal  beings  ; 
and  the  great  ones  of  the  earth  are  made  to  realize, 
that,  "though  called  gods,** .  they  are  but  men» 
Here  the  pious  learn  to  exercise  pity,  instead  of  in- 
dignation, toward  the  wicked  and  the  impious  are 
persuaded  "  to  be  followers  of  them,  who  are  good.'* 
They,  who  carinot  speak  peaceably  with  each  other 
in  any  other  situation,  .  and  who  are  always 
studying  mutual  insults  and  injuries,  here  kneel 
together  before  the  altar  of  him,  who  requires  them 
to  be  reconciled  to  each  other,  that  they  may  accept- 
ably offer  their  gifts.  Here  the  frequent  inter- 
course of  all  classes  in  society  tends  to  restrain  the 
impetuous,  and  to  imbolden  the  timid  ;  to  encour- 
age the  diffident,  and  to  check  the  presumptuous  j 
to  elevate  the  humble,  and  to  depress  the  proud  j 
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tb'  hrengihtn  yf^^^  to  heal  ahiiiidsiHfe^.' 

R  fen^^  as  the  roughes  sutislan^es  af(^'nlade.sttl6oth' 
by.'colusjoh,  SO  this  frequetit  ifttercourse  serves  to'' 
remove  the  greatest  asperities  itt  human  nature. 
2y-;the^  P^  of  tJoa^i$  therefbfe  of 

great  cofis^quertc^  ffieVely  m  tfee  lig^  a 

cm\ ittStiVdtteii.  "     '  '        ■  '  ''^ 

ftife  sihctioh^lt  ^gi\^S  to  virtiife^  it  coiii^i  ifi^d' 
or  the  iUWs  to  enforce  use?iil  restrainfsr  ^^N'ay,  by 
the  comnianding  ihiluence  it  acquires 'over  'thc^^ 
hearts  and  consciences  of  men,  it  extends  its  saluta- 
ry effects  bey  o^^  the  f  oghizance  bf  huiiiari  legisla- 
tion.^  By  purifying  ttie  fountain  of'  mofa^  action,^ 
it^Helps  to  render* '^'^t^^^  TssueTof  life*^  pur)^  and  sal- 
utaty t  it  lessens  the  Tburden  of  legTslatbf s  ty^  indue- 
ipg  men  to  govern  them^^  ;  and  it  excites  them 
to  pay  'a  pa6re  Hrcumspect  attention  to  their  lives,*^ 
^fliaf\  could  be  ^  e^^^  by  the  most  judicidus  laws,' 
'  fhe  m6st^ivi§e5  ,  ' 

'^  .^t/^' ]feat,  siklhfy,.  when  viewed,  is  ihe^m 
\of  seciiiring  t^   approbation','  r 
^p|oying^  blessings  ot  Jehbyali^^ 

licK  wdrt^ipl^^  tile  IligWest  importance!  ' 

IS'iich  Udvaiitag^s  It  aifbrcis  t6  all  sincere  wor^fhip- 
pfers.;  Fbt  Jehov'ah  Expressly  ^^'In  all  pla-' 

ces,  Mme,  I  'witl  cdme\xnl6\^^^ 

ariid  i  will  hfess  ttieeJ*^  '        ^   '  /   .  j^J-        '  r'^C 

i^^bw  thesfe'biess^  is  afe  bestowed 

'  lii'the  pres^'flf  life,'  or  $iieh,  d'S  arfe  fe^eYved  for  thfe 
*taitiifur    in  the  jlife,  ^llich  is  to  co^fte.^^ '    '  ^ 
■  ih^  '^res^nt  'tokens  of  Cbd?^'  laVbU^^^ 

wiiich  the  pi^^^^  fexperienfce  in  the  rdigious^  services 
bf  his  house.    They  do  hot  iridcbd  behold  the  bright 


cljulgence  of^  tKe  shechinah,  whlcTpi  illumin^ci  and 
sanctified  fTie^taberii^cte  bf^old^ '  This  man ift station^ 
df  divine  glory  was  peculiarly^  aiiapted  to '  tne  rude , 
state  of  the.  world^in  whichi j  tfee'  Mosa^ick*  economy  ^ 
•Was  iiistitiited,  and  to  tliat  system  of  religion,  Y(hich^ 
principally  consisted  iri  addresses  to  the  sen§?s.  ^ 
"  .Yet  pious  worshippers  now  enjoy  tliat  interharev.- , 
idence  of  the  divine  presence  and  blessing,  wtiicn  con,-^ 
vinc^s  them  of  their  reality^  and  wh]ch'd*eligHts  tteir 
souls,  y  in  solQmn  add^^^^^  to  heayeUj  aM  in^  ceU^ 
etration  of  th^^^  divine  praises  ^^^1", 
ings  are  excite^^^  to  the  highest  pitcH ;  and,  while^ 
th^ir  piftj  is/ increased,^  their  benevolence  is  enlarg- 
ed, ^  ^  Sucti^  exquisite  delight  do  they/tak^  in 'the  sa- 
cred elercises  of  God's  h  and  such  Valutary.  eft . 
fects-  do  tiies^^^^^  ttieir  temper  an4^ 

de]poVtmra^  npthm|;  ^ 

sihtort  of  almighty  agebc^^^^^  '  ,    ,  , . 

^  But  the^  richest  blessings,  the;^  there  deyiy^^^^ 
secqred  to /them  an  reversion.    Here  imperfection , 
cleaves  to  their  best  services^  4^sappoint;ment?'^bate 
their  puij"est  joys,  and  anxiety  disturbs  their  swe^et-. 
'  est  repose.;^  But,^  by  the  b^^evolqnce, 

of  th^  Dejtji  and  relying  on  t    prqmijses/pf  his  Son^^ 
they  are  persuaded,  that,  when  their    earthly  hovise  ^ 
of  this  tabernacle  shall  be  dissolved, ;  they^  ^  shall  ^ 
have  a  building  of  God,  a  hpuse  not .  made,  with,  r 
handSj^  eternal  in  'the  heavens/*      There'  thps^ , 
doubts,  which  how  and  then  obscure  their  bright-p 
est  prospects,  shall  be  dispelled.    Tliere  tho^e  sor- 
rp.^vs,  which  now  follow  in  raj3jd  succession  their, 
happie^  maments-^  shall  give  place  to  uninterrupted  / 
joys.    There  that  coldness  and  iiidifference,  whitH 


« 
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now  idhere  to  their  best  service^  shall 'he^ucceed- 
by  unwearied  zeal  in  ascribing     blessing,  and 
honour,  and  glory,;  and  power  runl;o  W     .that  sit-u 
teth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  I^amb .  forevfer  and 

. .  1 . ,  From  the  subject,  we,  first,  infer  the  eminent^ 
blessmgs/enjoyed  by  those,  who  sincerely  worship 
God-in  his^house. '    :  l-'^]'''''-^'  (ridi}  ^xii^,;--rhu:'  t  'm^ 

^'Not  that  publick  worship  will  invariably  produce-' 
these  happy  eflfecfs.,  In  itself  considered,  it  is  at 
merely  positi^^  and  it  can  be  no  other-  ^ 

wise  useful,  than  as  it  'enkindles  and  advances  piety  ' 
of  heart  and  of  life^  "  niay  be* Constant  m  the  ^ 
services  of  the  temple,  who  have  no  triie  regard  to  ■ 
the  being,  whose  worship  they  profess  to  celebrate.' 
But,  .when  the  homage,  they  pay  the  Most  High  in  " 
his' earthly'  courts,  is  sincere,  it  commonly  leads  to  ■ 
the  various  offices  of  the  christian  character/  ' 

JHow  happy  then,  both  for  time  and;  eternity,  are  ' 
thoS(?  privileged  saints,  ^li6m  God  me^^^^^  bles-!^' 
s^^'in  the  place,  "  where  his  honour vdw^llefh^** 
They  receive  suppo^^^  the  trials,  icomfort  liii-'^  ^ 

der  the  4fflict:ions,  and  hope  amid  the  calamities  of 
thii' mutable  state.  ;*  Yes,  devout  and'humble  soul,-^ 
thou  may dst  here  endure  tl;ie  greatest  personal  suiFer--  ' 
ings';  thdii  may  est  here  be  exposed  to  the  frowns  of 
heaven  J  thou  mayest  here  encounter  the  scorn,  the 
contempt,  the  persecutions  of  the  world.     But  by 
strength  derived  from  thy' God,  and  from  him,  "  who 
endured  the  contradiction  ' of  sinners  against  him— 
self,*'  thou  mayest  be  amply  supported.  Thou^ 
mayest  be  enabled  triumphantly  to  exclaim,  :"  Lord  * 
Yihom '  have  1  iii  heaven,  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  nope  ' 


lijioh  earthy  that  I  desire,  besides  tHee.     My  fleshjj 
and  my  heart  faileth  j  but  God  is  the  strength  of 
my  heart,  and 'my  portion  forever/'    _      .    :    .  d 

Ya^  We  may,  secondly,  deduce  the,  irrational  part 
they  act,  who  in  any  way  deprive  themselves  or  oth-5 
ers  of  these  comforts  and  these  blessings, 

'.:"0f  this  description  are,  they,  .who  \  unnecessarily!:: 
absent  themselves  from  the  publick  worship  of  God/j 
They,  may  hot  feel,  theirji  need  of  ^this  , instructions 
this  affbrdsi.  ^  But  we  have  seen,  that;  other  eminent^ 
advantages'niay  be  derived  from  this  institution,- 
w|iich  demand  the  attention  of  the  most  enlighten- 
ed,  the  most  pious  minds.    Can  any  reasonably  ob*(- 
ject  to  thy  service,  O  God,  "  in  whom  we  live,  and  v 
move,  and  have^  our  being      Can  any  justly  plead  r 
exemption, from  thy  worship,  before  whom>^^  angeb^i 
bow,  and  archangels  veil  their  faces     \  Can  any ; 
wisely  neglect  due  homage  to  thee,  whom  "  the  , 
spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect^'  continually  adore 
in  humble  prostrations  before  thy  throne.?  ^ 

^  But  the  evils  do  not  terminate  with  those,  who  . 
neglect  publick  worship.    By  example  they  extend 
their  banefu}  influence  to  others.  Even  the  lowest  me-; 
niaj  servant  possesses  in  this  respect  the  power  of  do--  ' 
ing  injury.'  How  much  greater  evils  may  be  produced- . 
by  .those,  whose  station  is  more  exalted,  and  whose 
example  more 'influential  ?  They,  who  absent  them- '( 
selves  from  the  house  of  God,  naturally  involve  oth- 
ers in  the  same  neglect.  -  If  rich,  they  must  have 
their  companions  and  attendants  j;.  if  poor,  they  , 
must  have  their  associates.    In  proportion  there-.,.  ^ 
fore,  as  publick  worship  is  any  thing  more,  than  an  ^; 
idle  ceremony,  are  they  accountable,  who  neglect  it ; 


.  ■  ^  .  .  i 

theiTiselves,  or  xyho  in.an^  way  caijise  others  to  peg- 
l?ct  it.        '  .     .  ,     ,    '       ,      .        i      .  ' 

Great  God,  dp  not  evils  potir  in  upon  US  in  guf- 
ficient;  abundancej>  that  ^his  must  be  added  j:o  the^ 
suim  of  national  degeneraipy  ?'  Have  not  enough  of 
our  vi^tiolesome  institutions  gone  to  decay,  without 
exposing  pur  very  altars,  to  neglect  and  contempt  ? 
^ave  we  not  sufEcieptly  deviated  frpm  the  spirit  of 
pur  .  ancestors,  .j:h^it  we '  must  sacri|icp  one  of  th^, 
strongest  pillars  of  our  national  fabrick,  established^ 
b)r  thd:^,c?ire,^^  by  th^ir  piety,  and  handed 

down-tQ  ijjS  ^itji  tj^^ir  parental.  beu,edi<;:tions  .F^/^"/ 
bid,  it,;  J;qaYen>.th;^t  we  should  b^.^SQ .  degeperater !  ^ 
Forbid  it j,  my  countryman,  that  we  s,h6.V!ld  have  np, 
greater  regard  to  pyr  civ^l  prosperity  1  Eorbi4  it^- 
bles?ed  spirit  of  pur  ancestors,  tliat  we  s|^ould  be  so 
unmindful  of  thee !.  .  ^  ..  ..  ,  ^  .  • 
the^lniighty  gra^iausly^^yp^chsafes  such, 
bles?ing§  In  places,  wh^fe  he  records;  hi^  name,  r 
see  the  propriety:  pf, erecting  an^,,4^dica^ting.  housjef : 
pf  worsliiip  to ,     seryicp^  , ,     ^  -  ob/c\\ "  ^ ■  i ^ 

T  This^ ^bflpved  of  i^y  xl)arge,  you  h?tver 

with    npMe  ep>ul5L^lon  e|I<?et§(il;,^^^^  j  ? 

^.XI^Q^gb  this  pl^jQe  w^s,  .^et^Jed  v^lthin  tlnree  years 
of  pnf  Cfipital,  tp  which  it  forrsgv^ral  years,  tielong^j 
ed,  yet^  ?p  slpv^j  Mfas  itii  gfowthj,'  that  a  e^ntuvy  Ivd^, 
hut  ]^?t:  fl^p?.ed  from  its  incprppration,  as  a  tpwn- 
Even  thpn.ypnti  fathers,  ^^r^  ^o  f^W  and  so  straiten- 
edi  i.that,  nine  ye^irs  ^ilqr,  they  foupd  it  a  heavy 
bujdfn  to  erect  yonder  humble,  yet  venerable  man- 
sion, Jn  whiGl\  Ave  have  Lately  shed  the  parting  tear, 
and  to  which  we  haye  bidden  a  solemn  adieu.  We 
have,  cbnaign^d  th^e,  d^ar  hpuse  of  pur  God,  to  that 


j 


d6stmyj  ^^hIch  sooner  •  or  later  aWaits  all  ieit-thly 
tilings.  No  woiider^  that  our  "  fathers  arid  ^itt-' 
cient  men/*  who  had  so  long  loved  that  habitatibtf 
of  God's  house,  "  when  the  foundation  of  this  house 
Wa^  liid  before  their  feyes/'  should  entertain  melan- 
choly emotions^  "  while  many  shouted  aloud  for 

^-So^gffeit  Wa§  -yoiir  terieratioii  for  thaf  ancient 
itixbnuiliBnt-^f  y^^^  fathers'  piety,  that:' S6ihe  of  yoU 
hfesitatedi-befot-^^fbu  ebiild  consent  to  ifs  ^  demoli- 

•^'Btft^^^^^^  tesolved  t6  "  d^)7e^  tt^ 

Ibhger  ill  ybiir  ceiled  houses,  and  let  the  Lord's  house 
lie  wast6''  ■  You  resolved  ;  and  discordant  opin-' 
ions  wert  atbiice  harnionised,  aild  a  mutual  sa'crifide 
of  peirsbnal  oppbiitioii  ceillfehted  yout  Utiion. 
;  Whien  yoii  bdiold  thfe  discord  aitid  cblll'iisiotii,'' 
\vhich  SO'  t)fteii  arii6  respecting  hbtfs^s  'of  "Worship^^ 
you  have  great  occasion,  my  friends,  to  be  thankful 
to  him,  whb  liis  disposed  your  heafts  to  peace, 'XVho 
litis'  cnnduet^d  you  with  such  wonderful  unaiiiitiity 
through  an  undertaking  ^o  difficult,  "so  hazardous, 
ahd,  cori^idCTingyd'Uf  numbei's,  so  expiensive.  Be- 
hold,  how  good,  and  how  pleasant  it  is  to  dwell  to^ 
gether  in  unity  May  you  never  be  called  ftior6 
fully  to  realise  this'  truth  by  the  persecuting  effects 
of  a  malevolent  and  party  spirit  !  * «  ^^^^  ; -  .  -  ^ 
Under  the  fostering  care  of  yoUr^  prbvideht  aiid 
faithful  committee,^  by  the  superintendence  and  €x* 

•1 -See  Ezra  iiUii,!^;''     .^V^  «    -  ^  ■  ••             ■'[''4- ^^L  ''*  ^ 

a  The  committee  for  conducting  tKe  building;  were  '^v       i  ^  - 

Deacon  John  Robinson  Gol.  Isaac  S.  <J^rineti  E^. 

;Mr.  Nathaiiiel  Murdock  •  '    .  Ca,pt.  Jo'sejpK  G^ddard   

Mr.  Ebenezer  Heath  Mr.  William  Ackers  .     -  i  -h'f'-. 

Dr.  William  Aspinwall,  Esq,  Deacon  Samuel  Clark, 
Stephen  Sharp,  Esq. 


crdons  of  a  wise  master  builder'  and  his  a8slstaftt3,\. 
aided  by  the  .  benefactions  of  generous  ^^and  munilS-j 
cent  individuals,  Vthis  beauteous  fabrick  has  riseri: 
to  yqur  view.  .  .  .  v-  j 

.^.  Blessed  be  God,  that  in  its  erection  no:  unlucky 
accident  has  stained  it  with  blood.  >  Blessed  be  God 
for  the  success,  which  has  attended  it  through  Jts 
various  stages.  May  the  glory  of  tjiis  latter 
house  be  even  greater,  than  the  glory  of  the  for- 
mer/* by  the  multitudes,  who  shall  here  flock  unto 
Christ,  "as  doves  to  their  windows/*  To  this 
purpose  resolve,  that  you  will  convert  it  to  no  un- 
worthy use,  that  you  will  seriously  attend  on  its 
regular  ministrations,  that  you  will  render  its  beau- 
ty and  order  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  beholders.  O 
"  forsake  not  the  assembling  of.  yourselves  togeth- 
er, as  the  manner  of  some  is  j**  nor  thua  deprive 
yourselves  and  others  of  the  precious  benefits,  which 
publick  worship  is  adapted  to  afford. 

As  a  motive  for  religious  gratitude  ,to  the, God  of 
your  fathers,  compare  the  house',^  m  which;  we  are 
now  assembled,  in  point  of  size,  elegance,  symme- 
try, and  costliness  with  that,  to  which  we  have  late^ 

The  three  first  did  the  principal  part  of  the  business.  The  six  last  were,  • 
,with  equal  powers,  a  committer  for  consultation. 

I  Mr.  Peter  Banner,  a  native  of  England,  whose  ingenuity  and  fideli- 
ty gave  great  and  universal  satisfaction. 

a  The  Hon.  Stephen  Higginson,  Esq,  gave  the  bell,  manufactured  in 
London,  and  weighing  looo  pounds. 

Mr.  Stephen  Higginson,  jun.  gave  the  southern  ehcrry  wood  for  the 
pulpit,  and  the  caps  of  the  pews.  .  0 

Mr.  John  Lucas  gave  400  dollars,  out  of  which  was  purchased  a  clocl:. 

Richard  SuIIivan,Esq.  gave  150  dollars  toward  the  stepping  stones.; 

Mr.  David  Hyslop  gave  the  baptismal  bason,  valued  at  47  dollars. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walley  of  Boston  gave  an  elegant  church  Bible  in  folia, 
valued  at  36  dollars. 


ly  bidden  adieu  ;  and  let  the  reflection  eilkihdlc 
your  pious  lhankfulness  to  him,  who  has  thus  made 
you  to  differ,  who  has  thus  abundantly  blessed  you 
t^ith  worldly  prosperity. '  "  Beloved,  I  wish  above 
all  things,  that  your  souls  may  also  prosper,  and  be 
in  health/* 

.  It  ha?  been  usual,  on  occasions  like  the  present, 
to  enliven  the ,  publick  discourses  with  a  detail  of 
historical  events,  relating  to  the  church  and  people. 
But,  as  this  was  done,  at  the  late  completion  of  oiir 
century,  as  an  incorporated  town,  it  will  not  be  exi 
pected,  that  I  should  now  retrace  the  steps,  which 
have  been  so  recently  taken.  , 

,  By  solemn  prayer  and  praise  we  now  dedicate 
this  temple  to  the  service  of  him,  who  can  make  it 
the  instrument  of  essential  benefit  to  ourselves,  and 
even  to  our  children's  children.  "  This  is  the  day,*' 
which  we  have  anxiously  desired.  "  We  will  re- 
joice, and  be  glad  in  it.  Save  now,  we  beseech 
thee,  O  Lord ;  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  send  now 
prosperity.  Blessed  may  he  ever  be,  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  We  have  blessed  you 
out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.''  Amen. 

"  i  ITie  whole  cost  of  the  house  was  t ^983  dollars.  -  This  with  other 
contingent  expenses,  amounting  altogeth^  to  00193  dollars,  was  appor- 
tioned on  the  pews.  The  pews  were  then  sold  at  auction,  there  being, 
exclusively  of  the  one  for  the  ministers*  use,  87  pews.  The  highest  sum, 
which  was  given  for  a  choice,  was  aio  dollars,  making  the  pew  amount 
to  525  dollars.  Four  pews  were  sold  for  500  dollars  and  upwards  apiece. 
Thirteen  pews  were  sold  for  above  400  dollars  each.  No  pew  below  was 
prized  at  less,  than  160  dollars ;  and  no  pew  in  the  gallery  under  no  dol- 
lars. The  amount  of  two  of  these  pews  is  doubtless  more,  than  was  ex- 
pended, a  ocntury  ago,  in  building  the  old  meeting  house  !  \ 


DISCOURSE    %  , 

DELIVEREiD  AT  BROOKLINE, ' 

34  NOVEMBER,  1805,  ' 

THE  DAY,  WHICH  COMPLETED  A' CENTURY 
FROM  THE  INCORPORATION  OF  THE 
TOWN. 

^ '  iBY  JOHN  PIERCE,  A.  M.    -  ' 

THE  FIFTH  MINISTER  OF  BROOKLINE. 


One  generation  passeth  away ;  and  another  generation  Cometh. 

Solomon. 

Your  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  Zechariah. 

We  desire,  that  every  one  of  you  do  show  the  sanie  diligence  to  the 
full  assurance  of  hope  unto  the  end  ;  that  ye  be  not  slothful,  but  follow- 
ers of  them,  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises. 

THE  Apostle  PauI. 
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IT  is  hardly  necessary  id  premise y  that  many  particulars 
In  this  discourse  will  le  likely  to  interest  only  the  mtives  of  this 
town  ;  and  of  these  ^uch  only^  as  have  a  taste  for  minute  ifl^ 
quiries  of  this  nature.  ^  ^ 


CENTURY  DISCOURSE. 
EXODUS  XII.  14. 

THIS  bAY  SHALL  BE  UNTO  YOU  FOR  A  MEMORIAL. 


commemoration  of  important  eras  and 


events  has  been  common  to  every  nation  and  to  every 
age.  Before  the  invention  of  printing  it  was  essen- 
tial, to  preserve  the  recollection  of  memorable  facts, 
which  must  otherwise  have  been  neglected  apd  for- 
gotten. It  is  a  practice,  sanctioned  by  Jejiovah  him- 
sblf.  ■ 

¥oY  this  purpose  was  the  institution  of  the  Jew- 
ish sabbath,  designed  as  well  to  commemorate  the 
accomplishment  of  creation  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
Israehtes  from  Egyptian  bondage,  as  to  typify  that 
rest,  which  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God.'*  >  For" 
this  purpose  was  the  feast  of  the  first  fruits,  or,  as  it  is 
called  in  theNew Testament,  the  feast  of  Pentacost.  This 
forcibly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  people  their 
obligations  to  heaven  for  the  blessings  of  the  harvest. 
For  this  purpose  was  the  feast  of  tabernaclesi  In  the 
celebration  of  this  festival  the  children  of  Israel  were 
required  to  dwell  in  tents,  to  represent  the  manner,  in 
which  their  fathers  sojourned,  during  their  long  con* 
tinuance  in  the  wilderness. 


I 


For  a  like  useful  purpose  was  instituted  the  passo^ 
ver,  to  which  the  text  particularly  alludes.  By  a  sig^ 
nificant  ceremony  they  were  led  to  reflect  on  the  sig- 
nal mercy  of  the  Deity  in  sparing  their  lives,  while 
others  fell  victims  to  divine  indignation.  The  eating 
of  unleavened  bread^  which  formed  a  part  of  this  rite, 
revived  in  their  minds  a  remembrance  of  their  abrupt^ 
yet  complete  and  merciful  deliverance  from  Egyptiai^ 
usurpation  and  persecution. 

Not  merely  by  such  scenical  representations  were 
the  Israelites  reminded  of  God's  providential  dealings 
and  of  their  correspondent  obligations.  .  They  were 
required  early  and  diligently  to  impress  them  by  par 
rental  instruction  on  the  minds  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion. When  their  children  should  ask,  "  What  mean 
ye  by  this'^  or  that  "  service,'^  they  were  religiously 
bound  to  resolve  their  inquiries.  These  words, 
which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thine 
heart  ;  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy 
children  j  and  shalt  talk  of  them,  when  thou  sittest  in 
thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and 
when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.^* 
The  psalmist  accordingly  says,  "  I  will  utter  dark 
sayings  of  old,  which  we  have  heard  and  known,  an4 
our  fathers  have  told  us.  We  will  not  hide  then; 
from  their  children,  showing  to  the  generations  to 
come  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and 
his  wonderful  works,  that  he  hath  done.  For  he  es- 
tablished a  testimony  in  Jacob,,  and  appointed  a  law 
in  Israel,  which  he  commanded  our  fathers,  that  they 
should  make  them  known  to  their  children  ;  that  the 
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generation  to  come  might  know  them,  even  the  chil- 
dren, which  should  be  born,  who  should  arise,  and 
declare  them  to  their  children,  that  they  might  set 
their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God ; 
but  keep  his  commandments.'*  It  is  also  said,  One 
generation  shall  praise  thy  works  to  another,  and 
shall  declare  thy  mighty  acts.  They  shall  abundant- 
ly utter  the  memory  of  thy  great  goodness,  and  sing 
of  thy  righteousness. /  ;  _  - 

As  parents  were  required  to  relate  the  hist:ory  of 
God's  proceediiigs  to  their  children,  so  children  were 
commanded  to  appeal  for  the  knowledge  of  them  to 
their  parents.  "  Remember  the  days  of  old.  Consi- 
der the  years  of  many  generations.  Ask  thy  father, 
and  he  will  show  thee  ;  thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell 
thee.'' 

'  In  relation  to  such  historical  discussions,*  we  are 
not  confined  to  precepts.  The  sacred  scriptures  a- 
bound  with  examples.  Thus  the  psalmist  gives  re- 
peated details  of  the  dispensations  of  heaven  toward 
the  children  of  Israel  from  their  national  birth  to  the 
times,  in  v/hich  he  wrote.  In  the  book  of  the  Acts 
the  martyr  Stephen  recounts  the  leading  events  relat- 
ing to  his  nation  down  to  the  crucifixion  and  death  of 
the  blessed  Savior,  .     -  ; 

The  same  reasons,  which  render'it  scriptural  and 
useful  for  nations  to  recognise  the  footsteps  of  divine 
providence,  make  it  proper  for  smaller  societies  and 
corporate  bodies  to  retrace,  on  suitable  occasions, 
those  local  events,  in  which  they  feel  more  immediately 
iinterested. 


Such  m  occasion,  my  hearers,  now  presents  itself 
to  you.  This  day  completes  a  century  from:  the  in- 
corporation, qfj  this  town. ' ;  At  such  ^  a ,  memorable 
epoch,  the  mind  almost  involuntarily  recurs  to  former 
times.  With  melancholy  pleasure  it  dwells  on  scenes^ 
which  are  forever  past.  It  delights  in  imagination  to 
visit  the  ashes  of  our  fathers,  and  with  prying  curiosi- 
ty, to  learn  the  events,  in  which  they  were  the  princi, 
pal  actors. 

•      On  such  topics,  while  the  inquisitive  experience 
satisfaction,  the  devout  find  subjects  of  religious  im^* 
provement*  .  ^     .      .     ,  ^ 

: ;  r  Tp  aid  your  reflections  on  this'  occasion  nothing 
can  be  better  adapted,  than  the  words,  with  w]iich  I  in- 
troduced my  discourse.  This  day  shall  be  unto  you 
for  a  memorial.''  Yes,  my  christian  friends,  it  be^r 
comes  you  with  pious  gratitude  to  acknowledge  and  to 
adore  the- hand  of  a  kind  Providence  in  .conducting 
you  from  an  origin  humble  and  inconsiderable  to  your 
present  prosperous  and  respectable  condition.  Well 
may  I  exhort  you,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet, 
Tell  ye  your  children  of  it  ;  and ,  let  your  children 
tell  their  children  ;  *  and  their  children  another  gene- 

■ration.''  ]  :  w  i-iiUi'Ui::         ;        .  ■  '  .      ^  ' 

The  name, '  originally  given  by  our  ancestors  to 
the  town,  we  inhabit,  was  Muddy-river.  * ,  .  It  was  thus 
denominated  frorai  tl'^e  stream,  which  is  one  of  its  east- 
ern boundaries.     -      ,        ,    ,  .  - 

f^^'i  By  what  name  k  was  formerly  known  to  the  Indians,  whether  it  wer^ 
arpart  of  Nonantum,  now  Newton,  or  of  Shawmut,  now  Boston,  whether  it 
were  connected  by  them  with  any  neighboring  town,  or  had  a  distinct  name, 
the  author,  after  the  most  industrious  researches,  has  been  unable  to  ascertain, 
a  The  first  historical  notice,  I  find  of  it,  is  in  Governor  Winthrop's  jou^- 
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I  x.Tliis'  town  ajppears  to  have  formed  ti  part  of  Bos^ 
ton  from  its  first  settlements    For  so  early,  as  1633^ 
the  following  account  is  given  of  it  in  a  book,  entitled 
New  England's  Prt)specti'        The  inhabitants  of 
'^'  Boston,  for  theiif  enlargement,  have  taken  to  them* 
"  selves  farm  houses  in  a' "  place,'  called  Muddy-river, 
two  miles  from' their  town,*  where  is  good  ground, 
"  large  timber,  and  store  of  marsih  land  and  hieadow. 
In  this  place  they  keep  their  swine  and  other  cattle 
in  the  summer^  whilst  the  corn  is  on  the  ground  at 
Boston  ;  and  bring  them  to  town  in  the  winter/* 
By  the  records  of  Boston  it  appears,  that  special 
privileges  were  early  granted  in  this  place  to  the  poon 
For  the  first  mention,  they  make  of  it,  is  in  a  vote,  ^ 
taken  in  the  year  1635,  by  which  it  is  ordered^  "  that 
the  poorer  sort  of  inhabitants,  such  as  are  mem- 
"  t)fer^,  or  likely  so  to  be,  and   have  no  cattle, 
"  have  their  proportion  of  allotments  for  planting 
"  ground,  laid  out  at  Muddy-river  by  the  afore- 
named  five  persons  ;   those,  that  fall  between  the 
^'^  foot  of  the  hill  and  the  water,  to  have  four  acres 
"  upon  a  head,  and  those  farther  off  to  have  five.*' 
This  privilege  was  to  continue  three  years. 

Agreeably  to  this  resolve,  there  are  recorded  •  the 
iiaraes of  one  hundred  and  two  persons,  who  receiv- 
ed their  portion  of  acres  according  to  the  numbers,  of 

nal,  under  the  date  of  the  30th  of  August,  163a,  where  he  speaks  of  ten  Sag- 
amores and  many  Indians,  assembled  at  Muddy-river.    The  governor  sent 
an  officer  with  twenty  musketeers  to  discover  their  object ;  but  they  were 
dispersed  before  his  arrival. 
I  Page  44. 

%  Meaning  in  a  direct  line  across  the  water,  over  which  they  generally 
used  to  pass  in  boats,  when  they  came  to  their  farms  in  this  place. 

3  See  Boston  records,  Vol.  I.  p.  4,  5. 

4  For  these  consult  the  index  to  Vol.  I  of  the  Boston  record 5o 


which  their  families  respectively  consisted,  and  accord* 
ing  to  the  part  of  the  town, ;  they,  occupied.  That  a 
large  proportion  of  these  emigrated  .hence,  it  is  pro- 
bable from  this  consideration,  that  but  ten,  who  bear 
these  names/are  now  living  in  tliis  tpwn,  and  that  four 
of  these  are  not  natives.of  the  place.,' 

In  the  year  1639  "  it  was  agreed''  by  the  govern- 
ment  of  this  commonwealth,  "  that  five  hundred  acres 
"  be  laid  out  at  Muddy-river  for  perpetual  commonage 
"  to  the  inhabitants  there  and  the  town  of  Boston, 
"  before  any  other  allotments  are  made."'  ^  This  was 
all  however  gradually  alienated  by  subsequent  grants.^ 

The  latter  part  of  this  year,  the  boundary  line,  be- 
tween Boston  and  Roxbury,  at  Muddy-river,  was 
amicably  adjusted  by  a  committee  from  each  town  ; 
and  the  next  year,  1640,  by  the  same  process,  the 
limits  between  this  place  and  Cambridge,  which  then 
comprehended  Cambridge,  Little- Cambridge,  and 
Newton,  were  settled  in  the  same  harmonious  man- 
ner.^ 

At  peace  with  their  neighbors,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place  remained  in  quiet  connexion  with  their  par^ 
ent  town,  till  the  year  1686.  By  reason  of  the  in- 
convenience of  attending  business  within  the  peninsu- 
la, they  then  petitioned  the  General  Court,  and  ob- 
tained leave,  to  manage  their  own  affairs  by  men, 
chosen  from  among  themselves,  and  to  be  exempt 
from  rates  to  the  town  of  Boston.  The  conditions 
Were,  that  they  should  support  their  own  expenses  ; 

'  *  I  The  present  natives  of  the  town,  who  bear  the  names  of  the  first  settlers, 
are  Davisi  GHggs,  Harris,  Jackson,  Winchester,  and  White, 
a  See  records  in  Secretary *s  office. 

3  See  Boston  records  VoL  I.  passim. 

4  See  records  in  the  Secretary's  office. 
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and     wlthiii  one  year  erect  a  school,  and  provide  an 
able  reading  and  writing  master/' -  jli,;      ^^dj  5^1* 
At  their  next  meeting,  the  inhabitants  of  Muddy- 
river  voted  their  acceptance  of)  this;  grant  and  complij^ 
ance  with  its  conditions.*     At:  the.  same. time -they 
made  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmasten 
It  is  therefore  probable,  that,  in  the  true  spirit  of  our 
New  England  ancestors, ;  they  thus  isarly  attended  to 
the  instruction  of  youth,  thoughi' at  this  period,  there 
is  an  interruption  in  our  records  for  a  series  of  years. 
.     While  providing  for  their  comfortable  subsistence 
and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  we  are  not  to 
suppose,  that  they  were  inattentive  to  religious  insti* 
tutions*    Far  otherwise.  .  With  respect  to  many  of 
them,  they  would  have  esteemed  every  other  worldly 
convenience,  as  of  .  little  worth,  if  deprived  of  the 
ifleans  of  knowing  their  Savior,  and  of  worshipping 
their  God.    Unlike  great  numbers  in  modern  times, 
who  have  little  or  no  relish  for  the  beauties  of  holi* 
ness,  and  who  wilfully  neglect  the  assembling  of  them- 
selves together  for'  religious  purposes,  they  "lov- 
ed the  habitation  of  God's  house,  the  place,  where* 
his  honor  dwelleth;'',  and  they  subjected  themselves 
to  great  inconveniences,  before  they  could  erect  a 
house  of  worship,  in  uniting  with  a  neighboring  socie* 
ty.    Tradition  informs  us,  that  they  regularly  assem* 
bled  with  the  first  church  in  Roxbury  ;  and  by  the 
records  of  that  church  it  appears,  that  they  were  ad* 

1  Fpr  this  and  all  oth^r  information  relating  to  the  iilcorporation  of  firook- 
Kne  see  a  bundle  of  documents,  ^on  file  in  th©  Secretary**  oSce  ©f  this  com* 
mohwealth,  under  the  date  of  1705. 

a  See  Brookline  records,  Vol  L  p.  3. 


mittedi  on  equal  t4ms  ^ith  its  b^vn  "meiiiittfr^,  to  p^t* 
take  the  benefit  of  gosf)eI  ordinances  and  institutions. 
•  \  iti  'the  year  1698,  when  the  cohirtiittee,  chbsfen 
the  town  of  R<5^xbuty''to  ^eat  the  people  in  th6  ttieeting 
house,  tv<6re^&bOut  to  '^jneet,  they  requested  ti  commit- 
tee froth  the  inhabitants  of  Muddy-river  to  sit  and  act 
with  them.  ■    At  this  meeting,  it  was  unanimously  ^- 
gfeedj  that  thb  inhabitants  of  Muddy -river  should  en- 
joy a  ri^ht  to  the  fifth  part  of  the  said  meeting  hotfse, 
.  they  paying  a  fifth  ^ai^t  of  all  the  past  and  present 
ehar^es,  Which  did  arise  ir^m  repairing  the  same.  To 
this  condition  they^^eadily  Assented  ;  ^hd  they  con- 
tinued ever  kf tet  peaceSbry  ^to  unite  in  ^h^  jiublic  tvot^ 
Ship  of  God,  till  a  house  Was  erected  in  this  place. 
\    Uncdnnected  in  a  great  degree  vi^ith  Boston,  -sepa'- 
I     f^ed  from'  it  by  water  and  an  intervening  town,  and 
!     ttOt'Hie^tihg'wifh  ^it  for  municipal  or  religious  purpos- 
^  eS)  ihie  inhabitants  of  this  village  ^c^^ 
no  bond  bf  titiion  With  their  parent  toWn.  Besides 
I     tlrese  cirGumstahces,»the  increase  of  their  nutiibers  and 
j    Wealth  irilbdldened  lh6m  to  seek  a  fconiplete^sepSra- 

2  .:■ . '  Atfcot dingly  in  March  -i  70 1 , '  they  ^re<qu6§ted  the 
I  consent  of  Boston  fdr  reasons,  which  they  specify,  "  to 
I  be -a.  district'  or  hanilet  separate  from  the  town.' '  * 
I  -'^^  Instead  bf  ^granting  their  request,  the  inhabitants 
!  t&ftBoston  rigorously  exercised  over  them  all  the  au- 
'  thority,  they  possessed.  *  - 
"       .|  J'i^^^i^g  ^^^^^  application  to  Boston  ineffectual,  they 

rcsolvbdato  ^tpply  to  still  higher  powers.    They  there- 

I  See  Brookline  records,         .     ;      ,  -    '  « 

I"  a  See  aforementioned  documents  in  the  Secretary*!  office. 


fore,  in  June  1704^  petitiQiied  the  G.oyernor5.  JCounclI^ 
and  Assembly,     that  they  might  be  allowed,  to^l^  ji 
*«,sep^r^teyillage/'^  ^  .  r^:-^.  -?  ; Kf^i^: - 
.^,;,  p^  this  the  ipti^ibk^^        Bo§toni  hadj^yerjil 
meetings,  warmly  remonstrated  against  ,  thq  pi^^ition^ 
apd  represented  the  request,  g.s  highly  ingr^teful  igi 
this  pi?pple,  after  having  experienced     many  favprsjf 
Their  petition  was  at  this  time  rejected.      <r    ,  ,  ' 
;  TJ^ey  ho\f!eyer, persisted  Jn..  A^   Teqpje^^:  ^  ^nd,  in 
t})e  summer  pjF.  j  79 5^, .  priesenpd  ^  petition      ..be  yj* 
cpjrpprat^,,  ;??igT^^  t)y  thirty  twp  |rf eholde)t^^.^^  .^^^^^^ 
.^/.  j'l^'his  petition,  having  passed  through  the  varip^ 
readings  both  in  the  iVssembly  and  in  the  Coupci)j:r  wa^ 
finally  granted  j  and  the  signature       (he  <(^pf^rnor 
incorporating  it,  as  ^  .di§^inct  town,,  .hy^  ti^?  P^^ 
]BROQKLINE^' ,  w^s  ^bt^inec),  J^^^^^ 
November,  O.  S.  1705.    They  were  "exijoinedV^  by 
th'?,  ¥tct;  ,^^;tq  h^ijd  ?i  [Uieeting  house,^  ^a^d  tO|Ojbjtayi  an 
f^ahk^  orthpdoxjpiinister,  accprding  to  thei  dire-ctipy 
"  of  the  law,  to  be  settled  among  jth^nf;  jf^ithifl^fih? 
J^f^pape^pf, three  year^/'  *    ;pu,t  i?p|,5n^al^^^ 
numbers,  an^.^^p  mpder^t^s .  their,, cirx;umstapc^^^th^f 
they  w^re  If pt  afele  tp  .comply^  w^^h  this  -injunctiicpn, , ^^^^  . 

,  In  the  jcar  1709,  they  sent  their  .first  repre^enta 
tive^  to  Abe  jQ^neral  Courts. , , . .  .^1^  f,f^  i:k^i.o:ji  o^<5  4: 

It  wa^  not  till  the  tenth  of  NovemT3er,'  O;  S.  '  t  ft^y^ 
nine  years  after  the,.incQrpprati(^^  of  ^^^^^^ 

I  See  aforerriehdoried  documeiits  in  tlxe  Secretary  ofli<;e^^  .i#»^I^»iX  t  . 
a  There  is  no  date  to  the  petition.    See  Appen(lix,  I,  '  ""^      ^  r»j.4*^ 

^^3.s-Append!x.n.     ^ . :  V  ^ ' ''^ ^'t^^  ■ 

4  See  "  A  cop/  of  Brookline's  grant    which  Wa>  sent'  tbthff  tbWb^r  the 

Hecretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  which  may  be  f()\ini*|n  j3^adkliie  r** 

•ords,  Vol.  I.  p.  13.  5  John  Winchester.'  ' '  ' ' '"^-^-^  ''''  i''"^ 

i  Samuel  SewaUjunVj.  manuscript  Journal/^^^  ^^^^  '^^^^^ 

-  .^bT-^DOT  H.ryrf'^  ..."f-.r.;: 
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their  meeting  house,*  the  house,  in  which  we  now' 
worship;  wa's  raised.  ^ 

In  the  February  previous  to  this,  a  committee  of 
the  General  Court,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  from 
this  town,  having  viewed  the  several  places,  proposed 
by  the  irihabitantsi  unanimously  approved  of  this  spot, 
as  the  most  convenient  place  for  erecting  a  house  of 
worship.*  '  K  : 

'  The  covenant  was  read  in  public,^  and  this  ^church 
was  gathered,  the  twenty  sixth  of  October,  17 17,  by 
i  the  reverend  *Mr:  Thayer  of  the  second  church  in  Rox- 
1  '^^ry'v  ^  ttiat  time,  seventeen  males  and  twenty  two 
j  fenialesi  w*erd  united  in  church  fellowship;  ^  ;  ;  ; 
I  ^^  '*vOri  the  twenty  first  of  November,  in  the  same  year^ 
^bnd^r  burial-ground, '  in  which  are  deposited  the  re- 
niains  of  /so-  many  of  oiir  dear  friends,  was^*  devoted 
[     to  its  prdsent  use>  '       '  '    -  ^ 

fa:st^  J  was  observed  in  this  houses- on  the  twenty 
ftird  of'  Jul^  '171 8,^  to  seek  divine  direction  in  the  or- 
dmatibrf'of  a  minister.  ^         ,  .  i    j     .  .  ..  . 
I      •  ^1  Oil^fhe  fifth^  of  November,'  in  -  the'saiiie ^ year,  the 
Tcft^reifdPJame^^k^^  a  native  of  Roxbury,  was^or- 
I     dained:  the'fii^t 'ttibi^     of  this  church  and  people. '  ^ 

*  1  The  vx)te  to  buifd  It  p  assed,*  a  December,  1 7 1 3.   Town  records, 
i  a  See  records  in  the  Secretary*6  office.    It  appears,  there  was  some  divisioa 

i  ^guii^n  ,^qt\Q  the  inhabitants  respecting  the  most  convenient  place.  But 

!      ^we.  hear  of  no  dissatisfaction,  after  the  report  of  the  court^s  committee. 

^'  3'  Brobldin^  churdh  records.       4  Town  records.  '         ^ ' 

5  The  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  an4  the  Rev.  Dr.  Colman  of  Boston  offi- 
ciated on  the  occasion,   Judge  SewalJ's  nianuscript  journal.  ,  .  ' 

6  He  graduated  at  Harvard  University,  1 7 10.  ^  - 

;  ^  :^  7  i^lf^^,  Mes§*rs  Wadsworth  and  Colman  of  Boston  prayed/  Dr.  Cotton 
j^aOl|r  cf^Bjstpn  ,^ve  th«  charge.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard  of  Lynn who^p 
daughter  Mr.  Allen  afterwards  marrifed',  gav^  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  It 
is  probable,  Mr.  Allen  hunself  preached  the  sermon,  as,wa«  the  custom  of  t^osc 
^mes.  Church  records,  '  '  ^  .     -    . , 
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The  character  of  Mr.  Allen,  as  given  by  hiVfenlem- 
poraries  ; '  and  by  persons  of  this  society,  who  yet  re- 
member him,  is  that  of  a  pious  and  judicious  divine. 
The  seven  miscellaneous  sermons  now  extant,'  which 
were  published  during  hi^  life,  do  equal  honor  to  his' 
head  and  his  heart.  *  ;  - 

In  the  course  of  his  ministry,  "  the  word  of  God,'* 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  "  mightily  grew  and  prevail- 
ed.'^   In  July,  1 743,  he  wrote  to^  a  convention  of  min- 
isters in  Boston  an  account  of  an  attention  to -relig- 
ion'among- his^^  people.     In  this  letter  he  writes/ 
There  have  been  scores  of  persons  under  awaken- 
ings.    Yea,  I  have  sometimes  thought,  there  has 
not  been  a  single  person  of  my  congregation,  but 
has  been  more  or  less  under  concern  about  the  im- 
portant  matters  of  another  world,  and  what  he 
"  should  do  to  be  saved.    Though  these  impressions, 
I^fear,'are  worn  off ;  in  many  in  others,  I  have  no 
"  reason  to  doubt,  but  they  have  been  carried  to  a 
sound  and  saving  conversion.    Additions  to  the 
church  have  been  considerablefpr  numbers  of  such, 
"  as,  T  hope,  through  grace  shall  be  saved ;  and  chief- 
ly  of  younger  persons  ;  one  of  but  eleven  years  of 
age,  and  another  in  the  eleventh  and  last ^ hour,  of 

I  The  only  sinrvivor,  who  joined  the  church  in  Mr*  Allen's  day,  u  Mr. 
Elhanan  Winchester,  now  living  in  Newton,  aged  about  86  years.  He  became 
a  member,  xi  December,  1737,  He  is  the  father  of  the  late  Elhanan  Wiiiches- 
ter,  who  was  born  in  Brbokline  I75i>  and  who,  without  an  acedemical  educa- 
tion, commenced  a  baptist  preacher,  and  was  the  first  minister  of  the  church 

this  denomination  in  Newton.  Afterwards  he  became  an  itinerant  preach- 
er of  the  doctrine  of  Restoration  in  various  parts  both  of  England  and  Amer- 
ica. He  published  several  volumes  on  this  subject  ;  and  died  at  Hartford, 
in  Connecticut,  1 797.  His  ly&ttm  it  a  close  usitatigR^f  the  late^Dr,  Cbau(9- 
cy's  and  others   ...     ^  .  i^^^v      ,  ^  ^. 

%  AppcBdixjIIL  ' 


life,  being  above  seventy  ;  three  of  a  liberal  educa- 
*^  tion,  two  of  them  since  hopeful  young  preachers/'' 
.  Afterwards,'  from  peculiar  circumstances,  per-' 
haps  from  the  apostasy  of  some,  who  had  appeared 
strong  in  the  faith,  Mr.  Allen  was  led  to  speak  of  this 
revival  "  unadvisedly  with  his  lips/*  This  produced 
an  alienation  among  some  of  his  former  friends  ;  so  - 
that  the  -  evening  of  his  life  was  not  so  bright,  as ;  was 
the  meridian  of  his  ministry.        . .  • 

The  illness,  of  which  he  died,  was  a  lingering  con-^ 
sumption.  :  The  clergyman,*  who  supplied  his  pulpit, 
during, his  confinement,  speaks  of  his  last  days,  as  hap- 
py. ,  He  was,**  says  he,  "  in  a  frame ,  becoming  a 
christian.  He  told  me,  he  had  a  hope,  1  which  he 
*V  would  not  part  with  for  a  thousand  worlds  ;  but  he 
i^.  desired  to  have  the  light  of  God*s  countenance  shin* 
"  ing  upon  him,  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  might  be 
*^.fearlesS; ;  and  longed  to  have  stronger  desires  tode-  - 

part,  and  be  with  Christ.**    •  :    :  a.  - 
.  .  Thus,    after  he  had  served  his,  generation,  by  the 

will  of  God, he  fell  on  sleep,**the  eighteenth  of  Februar  . 
fy,^x745^  in.  the  fifty  sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the 
'twenty  ninth  of  his  ministry,    t   .  ,  .     '  " 

1^  The  additions  to  the  church  during  his  ministry  were 
one  hundred  and  fifteen,  besides  forty  four,  who  own- , 
pd  the  covenant  without  coming  to  the  Lord*s  table. 
The  baptisms  were  two  hundred  and  sixty  one.^ 
'    After  Mr.  Allen's  decease,  the  church  and  people 

aI..      .   ^  .    .  _  /  .  . 

-il.i  Fot^e  whole  of  this  letter,  see    The  Christian  Histary'rfe publish- 
^  rat  BoBton,i743>VoLI.  p;394.         /  .  . 

The  Rev.  John  Walley,  in  his  journal.    He  was  afterwards  minister  of 
IpWich^hd  of  Bolton.        -     '  •    *  *         ^  -     ;  .  • 

3  There  was  at  this  period  do  regular  record  of  marrlagei  or  ©f  .deatht*  ^ 
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gave  a  call  to'Mr,  Cottoii  Brown, '  son  of  a  former  min- 
ister of  Haverhill.  He  was  accordingly  ordained,  the 
twenty  sixth  of  October,  1 748.  *  So  short  was  his  min-^ 
istry,  that  his  people  had  hardly  an  opportunity  to  be* 
come  acquainted  with  him,  before  he  was  summoned 
to  the  world  of  spirits,  ^  This  happened,  the  thirteenth 
of  April,  1 75 1,  when  he  had  been  ordained  but  little 
more,  than  two  years,  and  in  the  twenty  fifth  year  of 
his  age.'  *  ^  ,/  n  '  ^  -  -^^-.-^  y.- 
\  '  The  additions  to  the  church,  while  he  was  minis-^ 
tefj  werex^nly^twQ,  admissions  to  the  baptismal  cove-- 
nant  two,  and  baptisms  twenty  four. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Haven,  afterwards  of  Ports^ 
mouth,  and  the  Rev.  Stephen  Badger,  afterwards  of 
Natick,  were  next  successively  invited  to  settle  in  this 
place,  and  efach  returned  a  negative  answer. 

•  'After  this, 'the  Rev.  Robert  Rogerson,^  a  foreign- 
er, received  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  settle  here  in 
(he  ministry.  But  certain  difficulties  arising,  he  was 
dismissed  by  a  mutual  council.  ^  "  • 

'  Then  Mr.  Nathaniel  Potter^  of  Elizabethtown, 
New  Jersey,  was  called  to  the  pastoral  office,  and  was 
ordained,  the  nineteenth  of  November,  1755.  But  after 

I  He  graduated  at  Cambridge,  1743. 
^  Rev.  Messrs.  Cotton  of  Newton  and  Walter  of  Rokbury  prayedi*^ 

Dr.  Appleton  pfv Cambridge  gave  the  charge  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend 
of  Needham,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke  of  Cam* 
bridge  preached  the  sermon  from  a  Tim.  ii.  a,  which  was  printed. 

3  His  disorder  was  a  violent  fever.  "  ^ 

4  He  had  a  degree  of  A,  M.  conferred  at  Cambridge,  1 765. 

,  5  The  difficulties,  which  arose,  v.rere  not  so  much  between  him  and 'the 
people,  as  between  different  parties  among  the  people.  He  was  afterwards  set- 
tled at  Rehoboth,  where  he  passed  a  long  life  in  the  ministry,  highly  beloved 
and  respected,  and  eminently  useful. 

6  He  graduated  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  1753. 


he  had  beeti  in  the  ministry  about  three  years  and  i 
half,  he  : was  dismissed,  agreeably  to  his  request,  the 
seventeenth  of  June,  1759.' 

-  The  admissions  to  the  ^church  within  this  period 
<  were  fifteen.    Five  owned  the  covenant ;  and  forty 

were  baptized*  «    \  - 

-  Immediately  after  his  departure,  the  eyes  of  the 
people  were  generally  directed  toward  my  highly  re- 

'  vered  and  greatly  beloved  predecessor,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Jackson.  \  Being  a  tutor  at  the  neighboring  IJniver- 
sity,  he  had  frequently  preached  in  this  place.  Recol- 
lecting his  acceptable  services,  they  chose  him  to  offi- 
ciate, as  the  sole  candidate*  He  was  soon  invited  to 
settle  here  in  the  ministry  ;  and  was  ordained,  the  ninth 
of  April,  1760.^ 

With  what  diligence,  fidelity,  devotion^^  and  zeal 
Jie. sustained  the  pastoral  office,  you  need  not  be  in- 
formed.- Though  dead,  he  still  lives  in  your  memories 
and  your  hearts.  ^*  Being  dead,  he  yet  speaketh**  by 
his  doctrines,  his  preaching,  his :  life.  "  He  wis  a 
burning  and  a  shining  light ;  and  ye  were  willing,  for 
a  season,  to  rejoice  in  his  light.    Ye  are  witnesses,  and 

*  God  also,  how  holily,  and  justly,  and  unblamably  he 
behaved  himself  among  you,  that  believe.  Ye  know, 
how  he  exhorted,  and  comforted,  and  charged  every 

I  He  published  a  discourse,  deJivered  here,  X  January,  X7j8,  from  Jeremiak 
vlii.  ao.  entitled  a  new  year*s  gift. 

a  He  graduated  at  Cambridge,  1753,  and  waf,for  several  years,  a  much  re- 
spected tutor  at  the  University. 

^  3  The  Rev.  Mr.  Storer  of  Watertown  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  P^mberton  of  Bos- 
ton prayed.  Dr.  Appleton  of  Cambridge  gave  the  charge  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mn 
Checkley  of  Boston,  the  right  hand.  Dr.  Cooper  of  Boston  preached  the  ser- 
mon from   Tim.  i.  7.  which  was  printed.  .  . 


tme  df  y'dti^  SLS  a  father  doth  his  children,  that  ye -would 
walk  worthy  of  God,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his 
kingdom  and  glory.*' 

^  Not  only  among  his  aiFectionate  people  ;  but  in 
the  societies,'  where  he  occasionally  officiated,  he  was 
highly  acceptable,  as  a  preacher.  Yet,  such  was  his 
extreme  modesty,  such  .his  diffidence,  that  he  refused 
to  preach  on  several  public  occasions. '  Never  would  he 
consent  to  issue  a  sermon  from  the  press,  though  often 
g[nd  feamestly  solicited. *  t .  :Lr,  , 

.  :As  proof  of  your  generosity  and  affi^ction  toward 
him,  though  you  yourselves  were  great  sufferers  by  the 
late  inveterate  war  with  Great  Britain,  you  regularly 
provided  for  his  comfortable  .support,  while  many 
were  content  to  discharge  their  obligations  in  contracts 
by  the  mere  payment  of  the  nominal  sums  in/depreci- 
atefdi  <5iirrency.  .  Thus  you  manifested  yoiir  readiness 

to  minister''  to  him  "  in  carnal  things,  while  made 
partakers  of  his  spiritual  things."  ^  " 
•  a  In  the  year  1759,  Samuel  White,  Esq.  gave^a  val- 
'uable  woodlot  in  a  neighboring  town  for  the  use  of  the 
ministry  in  Brookline. 

'    In  May  1762,  the  town  received  three  hundred! 
/and  eight  half-johannes/  which  Mr.  Edward  Devotion 
very  generously  bequeathed  to  the  town  of  Brookline, 

I  At  th^  General  Election  1769,  and  afterwards  before  the  convention  of 
ministers. 

%  He  even;  left  positive  orders  to  have  all  his  manuscripts  destroyed  imme- 
diately after  his  decease. 

3  In  like  manner,  after  the  peace,  when  the  precious  metals  greatly  depre- 
riated^  all  his  expenses,  which  exceeded  his  income,  were  allowed  him  from 

;  year  to  year  above  his  stated  salary.    Town  records. 

4  Equal  to  £739  4s  in  lawful  money.  After  some  losses  by  paper  money, 
the  principal  is  now  Z).2z8o.  65^. 


the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  regularly  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  schools. 

The  town  voted  to  build  a  steeple  to  this  house,  in 
September,  1 771,  and  to  accept  with  thankfulness  the 
bell,  which  was  the  generous  present  of  the  late  Nich- 
olas Boylston,  Esq, 

In  the  dangers,  which  threatened,  and  in  the  evils, 
which  resulted  from  the  late  arduous  conflict  with  our 
mother  country,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  bore  their 
full  share.  It  is  but  just  to  add,  that  they  unitedly 
manifested  the  spirit  of  freemen- ' 

Yonder  fortifications  at  SewalPs  point  are  standing 
memorials  of  the  dangers,  to  which  yoa  were  exposed 
from  the  neighboring  enemy.  When  the  sword  was 
first  drawn,  and  hostilities  commenced,  you  rushed 
with  ardor,  as  volunteers,  into  the  embattled  field  j  and, 
painful  to  recollect,  one*  of  your  most  active,  respect- 
able, useful,  and  beloved  townsmen  fell  a  victim  to  his 
patriotism  and  zeal  in  his  country's  cause.' 

After  the  happy  return  of  peace,  as  you  had  shar-  ^ 
ed  the  adversities  of  your  country,  you  partook  its 
prosperity.  By  your  delegate  to  the  convention,  my 
late  worthy  predecessor,  you  accepted  the  federal  con- 
stitution, which  has  been  the  source  of  so  many  bles- 
sings to  our^  country,  and  which,  under  God,  is  our 
country's  best  hope. 

I  So  early,  as  1767,  they  unanimously  voted,  that  this  town  will  take  all 
prudent  and  legal  measures  to  promote  industry,  economy,  and  manufactures, 
and  to  discourage  the  use  of  Jluropean  superfluities. 

In  X768  they  sent  a  committee  to  Faneuil  hall  to  meet  similar  committees 
from  other  aggrieved  towns ;  and  in  177a  they  chose  a  committee  of  correspond- 
ence to  unite  with  others  of  a  like  description  in  consulting  the  generiil 
good.   Town  reco;'ds.  ... 

a  Isaac  Gardner,  Esq,    Seepage  29. 


In  May  1 7  8 1 ,  a  building  spot  was  purchased  ;  and, 
in  the  course  of  this  and  the  subsequent  year,  a  house 
was  erected  for  the  use  of  the  ministry.  * 

Qn  the  twenty  second  of  July,  1796,  the  Rev.  Jo- 
seph Jackson,  whose  memory  you  so  deservedly  cher- 
ish, was  removed  by  a  sudden  and  awful  death,  in  the 
sixty  second  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty  seventh  of 
his  ministry.'  His  health  had  been  gradually  decaying 
for  a  co^siderable  time.  The  loss  of  an  only  son,  six 
years  before,  was  evidently  instrumental  in  bringing 
him  "  down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.'* 

For  some  time  before  his  death,  he  exhibited  ma- 
ny presages,  and  expressed  confident  expectations  of 
approaching  dissolution.  But  it  was  then,  as  it 
had  been  long  his  prayer,  that  his  life  and  his  useful- 
ness might  terminate  together.  His  prayer  was  happi- 
pily  answered.  ^ 

The  last  sabbath  of  his  life,  he  addressed  you  from 
this  desk  j  and  his  dying  counsel  was  to  "  beseech 
you,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain.''* 
Can  you,  my  hearers,  who  witnessed  his  last  exertions 
in  your  behalf,  who  even  received  his  dying  charge, 
forget  or  neglect  his  affectionate  exhortations  ?  Can  you" 
be  unmindful  of  his  many  urgent  admonitions.,  his  zeal- 
ous addresses,  his  important  instructions,  his  fervent 
prayers  ?  Be  assured,  that  all  these  will  rise  in  judg- 
ment against  you,  if,  through  contempt  or  indifference, 

1  In  the  ^umine;'  of  1:787  aii,engine  company  was  formed  by  an  equal  num- 
ber of  the  inhai>itants  of  Brookline  and  Roxbury.  The  engine  is  in  Brookline 
near  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  towns. 

2  At  his  funeral  the  Rev.  Jacob  Cashing  of  W  altham  preached  a  discourse, 
>vhich  was  published,  from  Luke  xii.  35, 36,  37. 

3  He  even  procured  ^  supply  of  his  pulpit  for  the  sabbath  after  his  decease* 

4  Thiis  was  his  last  text,  ii  Cor.  vi.  i. 
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you  neglect  the  salvation,  which,  as  an  ambassador  of 
Christ,  he  so  faithfully  announced. 

During  his  niinistry  one  hundred  and  twenty  nine 
were/added  to  the  church  ;  seventy  eight  owned  the 
covenant  ;  three  hundred  and  seventy  nine  received 
baptism  ;  two  hundred  and  seventy  six  were  removed 
by  death. 

In  an  account,  published  of  this  town  in  the  year 
1785,'  it  is  mentioned,  that  there  were  but  fifty  fami- 
lies in  this  place,  and  that  this  was  the  number 
at  its  incorporation.  Since  that  period,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  increase.*  This  town  can  now 
number  eighty  eight  families  ;  fifty  five  of  which  are 
freeholders;  and  seventy  nine,  constant  residents. 

Eight  years  ago,  last  March,  your  present  pastor 
was  solemnly  ordained^  to  the  ministerial  oflSce  in  this 
place.  It  is  his  daily  prayer  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
that  his  sincere,  though  defective  exertions  among  you 
may  "  not  be  in  yain  in  the  Lord.^' 

Since  his  ordination  sixty  five  of  his  flock  have  de- 
parted this  life  ;  one  hundred  and  five  have  received 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  ;  fifteen  have  owned  the  cov- 
lenaat  ;  and  thirty  six  have  been  added  to  the  church.  ^ 

'  I  Boston  Magazine,  for  June.  ' 
.-^    %  TKis  increase  has  been  principally  occasioned  by  gentlemen,  who  own 
country  seats  in  this  town,  many  of  whom  reside  in  Boston  during  the  win- 
ter.   By  the  census  in  1800  Brookline  contained  605  inhabitants.    In  the  year 
1797  there  were  7a  houses.    There  are  now  82  houses,  and  another  is  erecting. 

3  March  15, 1797.  On  this  occasion  the  Rev.  John  Bradford  of  Roxbury 
introduced  the  solemnities  with  prayer  ;  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  M.  Harris  of 
Dorchester  preached  a  discourse,  which  was  published,  from  i  Cor.  iii.  10 — 15  ; 

.  the  Rev.  D!*.  Thacher  of  Boston  made   the  consecrating  prayer  ;  the  Rev. 

Jacob  Gushing  of  Waltham  gave  the  charge  ;  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter  of 
s  Roxbury  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  the  Rev.  William  Greenough 

^f  Newton  concluded  with  prayer. 

4  Nine  membs:rs  gf  the  church  have  died. 


From  the  first  organization  of  this  church ,  *  now 
eighty  eight  years,  there  have  been  in  the  whole  eight 
hundred  and  eleven  baptized  j  one  hundred  and  forty 
four  have  owned  the  covenant ;  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty have  been  added  to  the  church,  and,  since  the^ 
first  of  January,  1760,  when  the  regular  records  of 
deaths  commenced,  three  hundred  and  forty  six  have 
been  numbered  with  the  dead** 

Since  the  first  settlement  of  this  place,  twenty  six^ 
have  received  an  education  at  Hanvard  University,  of 
which  one  is  now  a  member.  Of  these  six  have  beea 
prdained  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

In  review  of  what  has  been  delivered,  it  becomes 
us,  my  hearers,  to  reflect  with  gratitude  on  the  divine 
goodness  to  us  and  to  our  fathers.  In  the  infancy  of 
this  settlement,  the  circumstances  of  the  people  were 
penurious-.  ,  Many  were  the  difficulties,  which  they  had 
to  encounter.  .  They  were  liable  to  frequent  incursions 
from  the  savages  of  the  wilderness.  Besides  keeping 
themselves  in  a  constant  posture  of  defence,  they  were 
repeatedly  obliged  to  furnish  levies  for  offensive  ope- 
rations against  the  Indians.'*   : 

,  Notwithstanding  these  obstacles  and  discourage- 
ments, they  trained  their  children  to  habits  of  industry. 
They  early,  provided  them  with  schools.  They  were 
particularly  attentive  to  the  institutions  /  of  religion. 
Behold  now  the  fruits  of  these  exertions,  the  blessings 
of  their  piety,  which,  according  to  divine  promise,  have 
extended  to  children's  children. 

Attentively  call  to  mind  the  dealings  of  Providence 
toward  them  ;  and  endeavor  to  resemble  them  in  thosQ 

I  Appendix,  IV.  2  Appendix,  V, 

3  Appendix,  VI.  4  Appendix,  VII,  - 


numerous  virtues,  which  they  left  for  your  imitation. 
Shun  the  vices,  which  they  scorned  to  practise.  In  a 
particular  manner  copy  their  fervent  piety  to  God. 
Then  may  you  rationally  trust,  that  the  Lord  God 
,  will  be  with. you,  as  he  was  with  your  fathers  ;  that 
he  will  never  leave,  nor  forsake  you, 
-'  You  will  permit  me  to  hope,  that  the  elegant  and 
spacious  temple,'  with  which  you  usher  in  this  new 
century  of  your  corporate  existence,  is  a  happy  presage;^ 
that  you  will  cherish  and  defend  the  teligious  institu- 
tions so  dear  to  your  fathers ;  that  you  will  sacredly 
devote  it  to  the  use,  for  which  it  is  professedly  erect- 
ed ;  that  yoti  will  never  by  vitious  or  worldly  pursuits 
contract  a  disrelish  for  its  pious  services,  nor  neglect 
its  stated  solemnities.  May  prosperity  continue  to  at- 
tend it,  its  builders,  its  proprietors.  May  it  long  re- 
main a  bond  of  union  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town 
and  to  those,  who  worb'hip  with  us.  May  it  be  a  con- 
secrated pledge,  that  we  will  walk  together  in  unity, 
while  associated  here  below  ;  and,  when  called  from 
the  worship  of  Jehovah  on  earth,  may  we  be  transfer- 
red to  the  courts  above,  be  "  pillars  in  the  temple  of 
God,  to  go  no  more  out,''  and  with  our  pious  and  re- 
vered ancestors,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made,  per- 
fect of  every  nation  and  of  every  age,  may  we  together 
dwell  in  "  the  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens/' 

?  Appendix, VIII.    .    til    -  .  ;   ^  '  — 


APPENDIX. 

O  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assertk 
bly  m  General  Court  convened,  The  humble  petition  of  the  in- 
liabitants  of  Muddy-river  showeth,  -  i 

That  at  a  session  of  this  honorable  court  held  at  Boston>  OH 
the  13th  day  of  August,  1704,  the  said  inhabitants  exhibited  their 
humble  petition,  praying  that  the  said  Muddy-river  might  be  al- 
lowed a  separate  village  or  peculiar,  and  be  invested  widi  such 
powers  and  rights,  as  they  may  be  enabftd  by  themselves  to  man- 
age the  general  affs^irs  of  the  said  place.  Which  petition  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston,  that  they  may 
consider  the  same  ;  since  which  your  humble  petitioners  not  hav- 
ing been  informed  of  any  objection  made  by  the  town  of  Boston 
aforesaid,  we  presume,  that  there  is  no  obstruction  to  our 
humble  request  made  in  our  petition.  *» 
Wherefore  we  humbly  beseech  your  Excellency,  that  this  hon- 
orable court  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  to  pass  an  act  for  the  es* 
tablishmg  of  the  said  place  a  separate  village  or  peculiar  with  such 
powers  as  aforesaid,  and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray, 
Samuel  Sewall,  jun.  Josiali  Winchester 

Thomas  Gardner        ,  John  Devotion  ,     -  j 

»  Benjamin  White  r  .  Joseph  Gardner  '  .  , 

Thomas  Stedman  Thomas  Stedman,  jun. 

John  Winchester  /        John  Ackers  >  .  ^ 

Samuel  Aspinwall  Joshua  Stedman  , 

Eleazer  Aspinwall      ^  Thomas  Gardner,  jun. 

William  Sharp  Ralph  Shepard 

Edward  Devotion  Abraham  Chamberlala  ' 

Josiah  Winchester,  jun.  Peter  Boylston 

John  Ellis  John  Ackers,  jun. 


John  Winchester,  jun«  ^  William  Ackers 

Thomas  Woodward  Benjamin  W^hite,  jun,. 

I  Holland  Caleb  Gardner 

I  Gardner,  jun,  John  Seaver 

Joseph  White  Henry  Winchester. 

I  These  christiaa  names,  baing  at  the  bottom,  were  worn  off. 

See  documents  in  Sec.  officcv 
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IL  *  . 

It  is  supposed,  that  the  town  was  called  Brooklme,  not  from 
Brooklyn  in  England;  but  from  the  circumstance,  that  smelt 
brook,  which  runs  by  SewalPs  farm,  so  called,  is  a  boundary  line 
between  this  town  and  Cambridge  ;  and  that  another  brook,  which 
falls  into  Muddy-river,  is  a  boundary  between  this  town  and  Rox- 
bury. 

Judge  Sewall,  in  his  manuscript  journal,  speaks  of  this  place 
by  the  name  of  BrookUn  long  before  its  incorporation.  He  calls 
it  so  as  early,  as  1687,  and  often  uses  it  in  other  parts  of  his  jour- 
nal, before  1705  .  ^ 

•  It  was  not  customary,  when  this  town  was  incotporated,  to  en-» 
gross  acts  of  incorporation  on  parchment.  Of  course,  no  such 
record  of  this  town  is  to  be  found  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  this 
commonwealth. 

But  by  an  endorsement  on  the  petition  there  lodged,  it  is  ex- 
pressly stated,  that  it  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Brookline. 
^     In  the  copy  of  the  act,  which  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
send  to  BrookHne,  in  the  records  of  this  town,  it  is  speh  in  the 
same  manner. 

u  -  J.  These  facts  are  sufficient  forever  to  settle  the  long  contested 
and  variously  decided  question  respecting  its  orthography. 

It  is  a  common  tradition,  that,  previously  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Brookline,  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  place  was  Muddy- 
river  to  its  source  ;  and  that,  when  this  town  was  incorporated, 
through  the  influence  of  Gov.  Dudley  in  favor  of  Roxbury,  where 
he  hved,  the  boundary  was  moved  back  from  Muddy-river,  where 
it  ought  to  be,  to  the  brook,  which  now  forms  it. 

But,  when  a  man  is  unpopular,  nothing  is  more  common, 
than  to  allege  against  him  charges,  which  cannot  be  supported. 

•  By  old  deeds  in  possession  of  those,  who  now  hve  between 
Muddy-river  and  Brookline,  it  appears,  tliat  the  territory  between 
these  two  places  was  known  by  the  name  of  Roxbury  precinct, 
long  before  the  incorporation  of  Brookline.  This  precinct  is  in 
repeated  instances  said  to  be  bounded  on  the  east  by  Muddy-river. 

In  an  old  deed  of  eighteen  acres,  given  in  1675,  twenty  seven 
years  before  Gov.  Dudley  came  to  the  chair,  this  land  is  said  to 
be  in  Roxbury,  and  to  be  hounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  divid- 
ing line,  whicli  separates  Roxbury  from  Boston*    From  the  land. 


described,  "te  Viiie  is  knoWn  to  run  iip  the  lane,  wh'ch  passes  by 
the  engitie  house,  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  and  which  is  now 
the  boundary  between  Roxbury  and  Brookline.  '  S  e  did  Heeds  in 
the  hands  of  Capt.  Wymarit  and  others  In  that  vicinity*         .-.  i 

In  May,  1780,  the  town  of  Brookline  was  surv eyed,' and  fduild 
to  contain  4416  acres.    See  Town  records.  /  .-^ 

  m;  r'  .  .''-^tV 

^    Mr*  Allen's  prihted  discourses  are;  •  " 

^  i.  A  Thanksgiving  sermon,  "  Whilt.  shall  I  .render,'^  from 
Psalm  CXVI,'i2.  8  Nov.  1722. 

11.  The  wheels  of  the  world  governed  by  a  wise  Provi- 
dence,^'Ezekiel  L  15,  16.    1727.       ;/  ! 

r  III.     The  doctrine  of  merit  exploded,  and  humility  recom- 
mended,'* Luke  XVIL  10.    1727.     *  i  • 
'    IV.     Thunder  and  earthquake,  a  loud  and  awful  call  to  re- 
formation," Isaiah  XXIX.  6.    A  Fast  sermon,  occasioned  by 
the  earthquake  in  1727. 

V.  "  Evangelicarobedience  the  way  to  eternal  life,"  .  A  ser- 
mon to  a  society  of  young  men  in  Brookline,  Mat.  XIX,  16,  17. 

1731- 

VL  The  eternity  of  God,  and  the  short  life  of  man  consid- 
ered," A  sermon  on  the  death  of  Samuel  Aspinwall,  A.  M. 
Psalm  CII.  II,  12.  1733. 

VIL"'*  Magistracy  an  institution  of  Christ  upon  the  throne,'* 
An  Election  sermon,  Isaiah  VI.  i.  J744« 

Ajllst  of  Brpokilne  ministers  with  the  time  of  thefr  ordina- 
tion, dismission,  or  death. 

1.  James  Allen,  A.M.  ordained  5  Nov.  1718  5  died  18.  Feb/ 

1747,    ^t.    56.  ; 

2.  Cotton  Brpwn,  A.  M.  ordained  25  Oct.  1748  ;  ? died  13 
April,  1 751,  set.  25.  ,  • 

3.  Nathaniel  Potter,  A.M.  ordained  19  Nov.  1755  ;  dismiss- 
ed 17  June,  1759. 

,44  Joseph  Jackson,  A,  M.  ordained  9  April,  1760  ;  died  22 
July,  1796,  aet.  62. 

|.  John  Pierce;  A.M.  ordained  15  March,  1797. 
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The  following  is  a  list ,  of  the  Deacons  of  Brookline  church 
with  the  time  of  their  choice,  resignation,  and  death  as  far,  as  has 
been  ascertained. 

iiii^jytc  1  I  Thonnas  Gardner.       -  ^  , 
/    >  Benjamin  White,  resigned  it  Feb.  1749. 

Samuel  Clark, resigned  1 2 Feb.  1749;  ^^^^  7  I766,xt.8i* 
Thomas  Cotton,  dismissed  to  Pomfret. 

TEbenezer  Davis,  resigned  5  April,  1770  ;  died  3<J 
i749,Feb.  19.  <  Sep.  1775,  set.  72.    Joseph  White,  rcbigned  5  A- 
tpril,  1770  ;  died  19  Aug.  1777,  aet.  7^. 
*  f  Ehsha  Gardner,  resigned  2  Dec.  1792  ;  died  29 

1770,'  Ap.  15.  <  Jan.  J  797,  aet.  70.     William  gowles,  dismissed 
tto  Newton,  20  Sep.  1772. 

Ti,^*,  T7«k       i^^"^"^!  Clark. 
i797>Feb.27.|j^j^^R^y^^^^  .  , 

An  account  of  the  church  plate  in  Brookline  '  with  the  donor^ 
names.     ,  _  ,  .  ,  .      /  *  '  — . 

Four  tankards.  .  '  [    '  •      ^  ' 

I'.  The  gift  of  Edward  Devotion,  1744.  -  i  - 

2.  The  gift  of  Miss  Mary  Allen,  1750.       ,  1,  <;  j 

3.  The  gift  of  Miss  Ann  White.  . «  :  -  ? 
,,4.  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Susanna  Sharp,  1770.           .    -  . 

.  Four  cups.  ,  .  ? 

1.  The  gift  of  Thomas  Woodward,!  .  ^ 

2.  The  gift  of  Mary  Woodward,  l^vT^.'  t 
-  ^    3>4.  The  gift  of  William  Hy slop,  1792. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  Brookline  from  i  Jan.  1760,10  1  Jan^  xSc6. 


1760 

4 

1772 

13 

1784 

4 

1796 

1 1 

I76I 

7 

1773' 

5 

1785 

4 

1797 

2 

1762 

8 

1774 

1 1 

1786 

6 

1798 

8 

.1763 

3 

1775 

20 

1787 

3 

1799 

6 

1764 

8 

1776 

16 

1788 

4 

1800 

5 

1765 

8 

1777 

10 

1789 

6 

1801 

8 

1766 

•  8 

1778 

13 

1790 

4 

1 802 

13 

1767 

14 

1779 

4 

1791 

3 

1803 

9 

.1768 

1 1 

1780 

7 

1792 

!0 

1804 

9 

1769 

10 

1781 

5 

1793 

7 

1805 

7 

1770 

7 

1782 

4 

1794 

4 

I77I 

12 

1783 

3 

1795 

3  1 

Total 

347 
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Under  2  years. 
Between  2  and  10, 
Between  10  and  20, 
Between  20  and  30, 
Between  30  and  40, 
Between  40  and  50, 

Consumptions 
Fevers 
Dropsy 
Dysentery 
Decay 
.  Fits 

Small  por 
Accidents 
Suddenly 
Jaundice 
Throat  distemper 
In  child  bed 


57 
29 

14 

39 
23 
.29 
Disorders. 


Between  50  and  60r 
Between  60  and  70,  ^ 
Between  70  and  80, 
Between  80  and  90, 
Between  90  and  100, 
Ages  not  mentioned, 


57  Lethargy 

28  Gout 
19    •  Canker 

14  Quinsj 

14  Rising  of  the  lights 

13  Kings  evil 

1 1  Apoplexy 

9  Melancholy    -  ^ 

13  Asthma 

6  Strangury 

6  Worms 
3 


19 

35 
46 

29 
3. 
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2 
2 
2 
2 
I 

I 
I 
1 
I 

I  ' 


One  was  killed  in  battle,  and  i38Mied  of  diseases  not  mentioned* 
Of  those,  whose  ages  are  specified,  precisely  one  half  lived  be- 
yond the  age  of  40  ;  nearly  one  quarter  lived  to  tlie  age  of  70  ; 
and  about  one  in  ten  lived  to  the  age  of  So-  ^ 

The  average  number  of  deaths  is  fifteen  m  every  two  yem» 
©r  sevt  n  one  year,  and  eight  the  next,  alternately- 

The  prevalent  disorder  has  been  consumption,  of  which  about 
©ne  sixth  part  have  died,  < 

VL        '   ■    •  .  \ 

' ' "  A  list  of  those,f  who  have  been  educated  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity from  Brookline.  ♦ 

1.  Graduated  1698.  *  yohn  Whtte^  A.M.  He  was  ordain- 
ed minister  at  Gloucester,  April,  1703.  He  died  16  Jan.  1766, 
set.  80. 

2.  1707.  *  Ebenezer  Devotion,  A.M.  He  was  ordained  min- 
ister of  Suffield  in  Connecticut,  28  Jime,  X710  ;  and  died  ii  A- 
pril,  1741,  ast.  57. 

*  Mr.  Vaughan  died  in  1775,  aged  97. 
f  For  several  of  the  following  particulars  I  am  i^idebtcd  to  the  Hon.  Williai^  . 
Wiiithrop,  £8^,  of  Cambridge. 


fyl  1712.  *  Edvvatd  White,  A,  M.  .He  was  afterwards  a 
farmer  in  Brookline,  Major  of  the  rfgiment  of  militia,  Represen- 
tative to  die  General  Court,  and  Justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
bom  10  July 1693,  and  died  29  May,  1769,  set.  76.  . 

4.  jlndrew  Gardner^  A»  M,     He  was  ordained 

minister  of  W<ircester  in  1719,*  and. was  dismissed  in  Oct.  1722. 
He  was  after  that  installed  at  Luaenhurgh,  15  May,  1728,  and  dis- 
missed, 22  Feb.  1732.  ^ 

5n  1714  *  Samuel  Aspinwall,  A.  M.  He  was  bom  13 
Y(^h.^i6()6  ;  and  di^'d  13  Au^;.  1732,  ast.  37. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  published  a  funeral  sermon  on  his  death, ' 
in  which  he  gives  him  an  excellent  character  for  moral  and  litera- 
ry worth.    The  following  account  of  him  by  the  same  hand  ap? 
peared  in  the  New  England  weekly  journal,  No.  283. 
\  Brookline,  Aug,  21.    On  the  1 3th  instant  died  here  Mr.  Sam- 

I  uel  Aspinwall,  of  this  town,  in  the  37th  year  of  his  age,  after  be- 
I  tween  six  and  seven  years*  illness.  He  commienccd  master  of  arts 
I  in  Cambridge,  1 7 1 7,  and  was  designed  for  the  ministry,  but  dis- 
i  couraged  by  an  inv/ard  weakness  ;  which,  after  he  had  been  for 
I  some  little  time  settled  here,  so  advanced,  as  to  take  him  oiF  from 
i  business,  and  at  length  proved  fatal.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
^  bright  parts,  natural  and  acquired,  a  strong  memory,  quick  wit, 
and  solid  judgtnent,  pleasant  in  his  conversatiop,  a  steady  friend, 
jr  ^  'Snd  a  good  christian, 

I  6,    I733»  ^  ^^^riezer  White ,  A.  M.    He  was  born  29  March, 

'    ^1713.'^^  He  wafe  minister- of  Manstield,  now  Norton. 

7.  1737.  Jonathan  Winchester i  A.  yi.  He  was  born  2 1  A- 
I  pril,  1717^  and  was  ordained  minister  of  Dorchester-Canada, 
:      since  Ashburnham,  23  Aprils  1760.    He  died  27  Nov,  1767, 

I  8.    1738,'  *  Henry  Sewall,  A.  M.    He  was  bom  8  March^ 

1 720.  He  passed  his  days  on  one  of  his  farms  in  this  town  ;  and 
j     ^as  justice  of  thq  peace.    He  died  29  May,  1771,  a^t  52. 

--9.     1738.  *  John  Druce,  A.M.     He  was  a  physician  at 
'  Wrentham. 

10.    1738.  *  Charles  Gleason.  A.  M.    He  was  born  29  Dec- 
17x8  ;  ordained  minister  of  Dudley,  3 1  Oct.  1744;  and  died  7 
,     M^^y*  1790?  set.  72., 
I  See  yage  25. 


11.  1742^  *  James  Allen,  A.  M,    He  was  son  of  the  first; . 
jnmister  of  Brookliae.    He  was  born  20  Sep,  1723  ;  die4 
young, 

12.  1744.  *  Benjamm  White,  A.  M.  son  of  Major  Edward 
White,  Esq.  aforementioned.  He  was  born  5  Oct,  1724.  He 
spent  his  days  on  his  farm  in  tl.is  town.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
peace ;  for  many  years  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  a  Counsellor.    He  died  8  May,  1790,  set.  66. 

13.  1747.  *  Isaac  Gardner,  A.  M.  .  He  was  bom  9  May, 
1726,  and  led  an  agricultural  life  in  Brookline.  He  was  Justice 
pf  tlie  peace.  Oa  the  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775,  he  went, 
as  a  volunteer,  to  Lexington  baitl^,  and  wa!*"  killed  at  Cambridge 
by  the  British  troops,  on  their  return  to  Boston. 

In  his  domestic,  social,  civil,  and  religious  capacity  he  was 
equally  beloved  and  respected.  The  melancholy  circumstance  of 
\iis  death  excited  great  public  sensibility  as  well,  as  private  lament 
tation  and  regret. 

14.  1761.  *  Hull  Sewall,  A.  M.  He  was  the  son  of  Hen- 
ry Sewall,  Esq.  born  9  April,  1744  ;  and  died  27  Nov.  1767, 
set,  24,^ 

15.  1761*  Samuel  Sewall,  A.  M.^  He  was  born  31  Dec. 
X745.  IJe  practised  law  for  some  time  in  Boston.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain,  he  left  his  native 
country,  and  has  since  resided  at  Bristol  in  England. 

1 6.  1764.  William  Aspinwall,  A.  M.  Physician  of  Brook-, 
line.  For  several  years  he  was  Representative  to  die  General 
Court,  and  afterwards  Senator  from  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

17.  1764.  *  Isaac  Winchester,  A.  He  was  born  5  Aug, 
1743  y        ^^^^^     ^^^^  continental  army. 

18.  1768.  *  Henry  Sewall,  A.  M.  son  of  Henry  Sewall, 
Esq.  He  w^s  horn  19  Jan. '  1749  ;  and  died  17  Oct,  1772, 
xt.  24. 

19.  1777.  JohnGoddard,  A.  M.  merchant  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.    For  many  years  he  was  Representative  to  the  court 
and  is  at  present  Senator  in  the  legislature  of  said  state. 

20.  :    1786.  *  Elisha  Gardner,  A.  M.    He  followed  merchan- 
dise, and  died  at  the  southward. 

21.  1787.  Caleb  Child,  A.  B.  physician. 

?2.    1787.  *  Joseph  Jackson,  A,  M,  son  of  the  fourth  min*- 
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ister  of  Broolcllnc.  He  died  at  Pommouth,  N.H,  19  Aug*  1790, 
while  pursuing  the 'study  of  physic. 

2$.    1804,  William  Aspinwall,  A.  B.  student  of  physic,  son 
of  the  Hon.  William  Aspinwall,  Esq. 

f  24.    1804.  Thomas  Aspinwall,  A.  B.  student  of  law,  son  of 
the  Hon.  William  Aspinwall,  Esq. 

25,  '  1805.  Samuel  Clark,  A.  B.  student  of  Divinity,  son  of 
Deac.  Samuel  Clark. 

26.  In  the  same  class,  Isaac  S.  Gardner,  son  of  Col.  Isaac  S. 
Gardner,  Esq.    He  is  student  of  law  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia. 

Samuel  Jackson  Gardner,  son  of  Mr.  C^eb  Gardner,  is  now 
Junior  Sophister  at  College. 

;  .The  late  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston,  F.R.S.  a  native  of  Brookline, 
:  has  been  s?o  highly  and  so  deservedly  celebrated,  that  a  brief  ac- 
count of  him  cannot  be  unacceptable. 

He  was  bora  in  this  town  of  respectable  parents,  in  1684.  ^Af- 
ter a  good  private  education,  he  studied  physic  with  Dr.  Cutler, 
an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Boston  ;  and,  in  process  of 
time,  arrived  at  great  distinction  in  his  profession. 
^,In  the  year  1 721,  the  small  pox  prevailed  in  Boston.  Having 
been  informed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  of  the  mode,  in 
which  inoculation  was  practised  in  Turkey,  he  boldly  resolved, 
notwithstanding  the  inveterate  prejudices  of  his  Countrymen  a- 
gainst  it,  to  commence  the  practice  himself.  . 

.  He  first  inoculated  his  own  children  and  servants.  Encour* 
aged  by  the  result  of  this  .experiment,  in  1721,  and  the  beginning 
of  1 722,  he  inoculated  247  persons  in  Boston  and  the  neighboring 
towns.  Thirty  nine  were  inoculated  by  others,  making  in  the 
whole  286,  of  whom  only  six  died. 

Notwithstanding  this  wonderful  success,  the  populace,  headed 
an  inflamed  by  some  of  his  own  profession,  were  so  exasperated,  as 
to  render  it  unsafe  for  him  to  travel  in  the  evening.  They  argu- 
fied, that  he  ought  to  be  viewed  and  treated,  as  the  murderer  of 
those,  who  died  in  consequence  of  inoculation.  To  such  a  pitch 
did  their  passions  transport  tliem,  that  a  lighted  granado  was,  one 
evening,  thrown  into  the  chamber  of  a  young  man,  who  had  been 
inoculated.  He  must  inevitably  have  lost  his  life,  had  not  the 
fuse  been  removed  by  passing  through  the  window. 

Had  Dr.  Boylston  gone  at  this  time  to  England,  he  might 


have  accumulated  an  immense  fortune  by  his  skill  ih  treating  thtt 
small  pox.  He  did  not  however  visit  that  country,  till  1725^ 
when  ^  inoculation  was  common.  He  was  then  received  with  the 
most  flattering  attention.  He  was  chosen  member  of  the  royal  ^ 
society  ;  and  he  became  acquainted  with  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished characters  in  the  nation.  His  communications  to  that  so- 
siety,  after  his  return  to  America,  were  ingenious  and  useful. 

After  a  Jong  period  of  eminence  and  skill  in  his  profession,  he^ 
retired  to  his  patrimonial  estate  in  Brookline,  to  pass  the  remain- 
der of  his  days^-  He  there  expired,  on  the  ist  of  March,  1766, 
and  was  interred  in  his  own  tomb,  which  bears  the  following  plain, 
though  appropriate,  and  just  inscription. 

•  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston,  £sq.  Physi- 
cian, and  F.  R.  S.  who  first  introduced  the  practice  of  inocula- 
tion into  America.  Through  a  life  of  extensive  beneficence,  he  ^ 
was  always  faithful  to  his  word,  just  in  his  dealings,  affable  in  his 
manners  ;  and,  after  a  long  sickness,  in  which  he  was  exemplary 
for  his  patience  and  resignation  to  his  Maker,  he  quitted  this  mor- 
tal life,  in  a  just  expectation  of  a  happy  immortality,  on  the  first 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1766,-  setat.  87. 

For    more  particular  account  ofhim,  see  a  sketch  of  his  lift 
and  character,  written  by  the  late  Dr.  Thacher  of  Boston,  and  in-  ' 
serted  in  the  Massachusetts  Magazine  for  Dec.  1789,  from  which 
the  above  is  ppncipally  taken. 

, .  It  is  but  justice  to  add,  that  Dr.  Aspinwall  of  this  town  has 
continued  the  practice,  which  his  renowned  predecessor  thus  intro- 
duced, with  equal  diligence,  fidelity,  and  zeal,  and  with  still  great- 
er success. 

Perhaps  no  practitioner  in  the  United  States  has  inoculated  so 
many  persons,  or  has  acquired  such  skill  and  celebrity  in  treating 
this  malignant  disease. 

•  Besides  his  practice  in  this  disorder,  when  it  has  generally- 
spread,  he  has  been  allowed,  ever  since  the  year  1788,  to  keep  a* 
hospital  open  at  all  times,  to  which  great  numbers  have  repaired,  '-^ 
and  from  which  they  have  safely  returned  with  warm  expressions* 
of  satisfaction.  .  v  . 

■#  VII. 

In  these  indiau  wars  several  of  their  sons  fell  victims  in  the 
prime  and  vigor  of  life. 


MTraiition  has  preserved  the  names  of  but  few.  l^he  ReYi^  Ci^i^^ 
Holmes  of  Cambridge,'  m  the  first  volume  of  his  American  -An^., 
mis,  page-429,  has  mentioned  the  following  inscription  found  oit'" 
a  stone  in  Sudburj^i  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  Lieutenanfe" 
Sharp'  ;of  this  town.  Captain  Sartitiel  WadsWorth  of  Milton^ 
"^his  Lieut.  Sharp  of  Brooklin,  and  twenty  six  other  souldiers/- 
"fighting  for  the  defence  of  their  country,"  were  slaih  by  the  in- 
•*  diail  enemy>  April  i8th.  1676,  and  lye  huried  in  this  i)lace." 

'fc^^f:,;  .,.^  -  .       VIII.     ,  ^,   ^  \ 

^ . -16  May,  1804-  'It  was  voted  to  Mild  a  neW  meeting  houses; 
where  the  old  meeting  house  stands.  ^     .    ./i^Vi  'j 

/  But  it  being  inconvenient,  for  several  reasons,  to  t^rry^^thls 
resolution  into :  effect,  this  vote  wtis  reconsidered  ;  and,  5  Sep* 
tember,  1804,  it  wa$ ;  I'^ted  to  build  the  meeting  house,  where  it  is 
nowlocat^d.,  ■     -  ,       -  Vi^vi  7/ 

.The  comer  stone  v/as  laid,  11  April,  1805^.  The  housi^^wal 
several  days  in  raising.with  a  very  few  hands  by  the  help  of  machin-* 
ery. '  Theiarchltect  i.*>  Mr.  Peter  Banner,  a  native  of  England.  .  : 
The  old  meeting-  lo-use  is  44  feet  long,  and  35  feet  wide.:  It 
originally  contained  but  14  pews.  It  now  has  28  pews  on  the 
floor  ^  and  4  in  the  gallery. 

.  The  new  hotjse  i<  68  feet  long,  and  64  feet  wide.  The  porch 
is  19  feet  long,  and  '^8  feet  wide.  The  lobbies  each  side  of  the 
porch  are  .  11  feet  square.  The  height,  of  the  building  from 
the  Tto^p  fpf  tb^  foundation  to  the  eaves  Is  35  feet  arSi  6  inclaes. 
From  the  foundation  of  the  tower  to  the  top  of , the  spire  it  is  137 
-  feet  high.  . 

.J   There  will  te  74  pews  on  the  floor,  and  14  in  the  gallery. 

The  unanimity,,  VJith.  which  the  building  has  been  thus  far 
conducted,  and  with  which  every  thing  respecting  it  promises  to. 
be  settled,  notwithv  anding  tlie  obstacles,  which  at  first  arose,  is 
truly  wonderful.  V/e  are  constrained  to  say,  "  This  is  the  Lord'^ 
doing  ;  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.^"    ;        , .         ..  .  :  ^  i.;      . J 

I  Great,  great  grandfather  of  the  present  Stephen  Sharp,  Esq. '  The  son  df 
this  Lieut.  Sharp  afterwards  lost  his  life  in  an  expedition  against  the  indians  in  • 
Canada.  '  ' 


o  Q  1 


